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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications – Week 20

This week’s scan of 24 stakeholder websites focused on associations of highway users and other industry organizations.  None of those websites had updated their content related to SAFETEA-LU since we visited them in previous weeks, but we did identify new content on the website of the Wilderness Society.

Also below is a list of links to related articles located during this week’s online searches. 

The Wilderness Society

http://www.wilderness.org/NewsRoom/Release/20060119.cfm
A press release discusses the report recently released by the NEPA Task Force of the U.S. House of Representatives.  The Wilderness Society is particularly concerned with recommended changes to the law that would limit who, when, and how the public can participate in NEPA determinations.  The webpage contains a link to a report  titled “NEPA Under Siege” by Robert G. Dreher of the Georgetown Environmental Law & Policy Institute, which contains a detailed analysis of the current NEPA reform debate.  It includes a history of the NEPA process and how it has changed, sketches of recent reform proposals, and a defense of the current process with suggestions for modifications to the law.
State of the Budget Address by Gov. Frank H. Murkowski
January 12, 2006

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
The Alaska Governor's State of the Budget speech is available in full text online.  In his speech, the Governor proposes that the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities begin a pilot program to perform the National Environmental Policy Act function for the Federal Highway Administration.

As Plans Roll Out For Private Tollways, State Officials Must Keep Hands On Steering Wheel To Avoid Risks Of A Bumpy Financial Road 

Atlanta Journal Constitution (Atlanta, GA)

December 27, 2005

http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/opinion/1205/27eddot.html
This editorial agrees that it may make sense to embrace road privatization in Georgia, especially since the state legislature has refused to raise the state's relatively low gasoline taxes to pay for much-needed improvements and new construction.  However, the editorial urges caution, noting that such public-private excursions have run into troubling potholes elsewhere.

Investors and Voters Are Willing To Pay To Pave U.S. Highways  

Engineering News & Record (Online)

January 16, 2006 

http://enr.ecnext.com/coms2/summary_0271-24143_ITM
The article declares that the funding available under SAFETEA-LU falls short of what’s needed just to maintain existing road networks.  It goes on to discuss alternative financing options for infrastructure, such as toll-financing and public-private partnerships.   

Californians Won't Get A Free Ride For Transportation Costs 

Sacramento Bee (Sacramento, CA)

January 19, 2006

http://www.shns.com/shns/g_index2.cfm?action=detail&pk=WALTERS-01-19-06
This column stresses that even though California fared well in SAFETEA-LU, the state legislature must be willing to provide matching funds or risk losing federal dollars.

405 Lane to Win OK

LA Daily News (Los Angeles, CA)

January 13, 2006

http://www.dailynews.com/search/ci_3397884
The article discusses California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s plan to sign legislation to jump-start construction of a car-pool lane for Route 405.  The move will preserve $130 million in federal funds that will be lost if work is not under way by 2009. Caltrans said it needed state legislation that would allow it to use the "design-build" construction method to meet the timetable.

Avoiding The Higher Tolls?

The Register-Herald (Beckley, WV)

January 14, 2006

http://www.register-herald.com/cnhi/registerherald/homepage/local_story_014234213.html?keyword=leadpicturestory
This article discusses whether increased truck traffic on U.S. 19 is due to recent toll increases on the West Virginia Turnpike.

Federally Funded Shuttle Service A Hit With Riders

Colorado Springs Gazette

Saturday, January 7, 2006

Colorado Springs' free downtown shuttle is an occasional convenience for Sara Hill. For Jessica Dispodo, it's her daily commute.

Hill, an intern at a downtown architecture firm, rides the shuttle three or four times a month when she heads to a downtown restaurant on her lunch hour. Dispodo rides it six to eight times a week to get from her home near Colorado College to her job at Southside Johnny's.

Both like the yellow-and-green checkered shuttles and hope they'll become a permanent part of the downtown landscape. Dispodo said she discovered the shuttles in August and has been a regular rider since.

"I kept seeing the bus drive by, and one day I saw it said 'free,' " she said. "I was like, 'All right!' I love this bus."

The shuttles, which operate along Tejon Street and Cascade Avenue from Colorado College to an area south of downtown, are halfway through a three-year federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality grant. The service has averaged about 10,600 rides a month in the past three months. Ridership will determine whether the buses continue after the $2.1 million federal grant runs out.

Ridership is enough to satisfy Rich Guy, a member of the transportation committee for the Business Improvement District, which funds the 20 percent of shuttle costs not covered by the grant. He hopes Mountain Metropolitan Transit will incorporate the downtown route into the public bus system when the grant expires.

"We're happy with the success story so far," Guy said. "We're very happy with the ridership at present and only hope to increase it."

On recent trips, the 21-seat buses were about one-third full over the noon hour. Most riders were headed to work, shop, or eat. Bus drivers said the clientele shifts to moviegoers and bar-hoppers on Friday and Saturday nights.

The buses run every 10 to 15 minutes. They start at 6:15 a.m. and run until 9:50 p.m. Monday through Thursday and until 12:50 a.m. Friday and Saturday nights. They don't run Sunday.
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