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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications

This week’s scan of 22 stakeholder websites focused on environmental advocacy groups and smart growth associations. Very few of the websites reviewed had updated their content related to SAFETEA-LU since we visited them during the week of September 9th.  

Our search for news articles on SAFETEA-LU also uncovered very little this week.  Following this list are two articles, one related to the Scenic Byways program and another on a $5 million archaeological project being funded by the Missouri Department of Transportation. They don’t relate directly to SAFETEA-LU, but they were the most relevant articles that we found.

During our online searches, we also located an analysis of the environmental provisions of SAFETEA-LU and the new energy bill by Michael B. Gerrard of Arnold & Porter LLP, who was the 2004-2005 chair of the American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, Energy and Resources.  This analysis can be found at: 

http://bookstore.lexis.com/bstore/sample/bender/0820517933.pdf
The Nature Conservancy 

http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/rhodeisland/news/news1736.html
This press release concerns $10 million from SAFETEA-LU for land conservation in Rhode Island. The money will be used to acquire open space to mitigate growth associated with Routes 4 and I-95.  The press release also briefly describes the Transportation Enhancements program.

Taxpayers for Common Sense

http://www.taxpayer.net/Transportation/safetealu/states.htm
This website contains a list of every earmark in the SAFETEA-LU, broken down by state and per capita.  

Route 66 status as Scenic Byway boosts Mother Road 
By Georgina Gustin 
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
Tuesday, Oct. 04 2005 


http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/illinoisstatenews/story/54B6779AF97834DE86257091001399F4?OpenDocument 


Route 66 just got a kick from the federal government.

The Federal Highway Administration has designated Illinois' stretch of the fabled road a National Scenic Byway, a label that could bring millions in grant money to the state - and as many tourists.

"On an ongoing basis this will bring more visitors," said Pat White, marketing director for the Tourism Bureau of Southwestern Illinois. "Route 66 is one of the biggest international draws to Illinois."

To get the designation, the Illinois Route 66 Heritage Project conducted an exhaustive two-year application process that mapped, charted and scrutinized every inch of the road from Chicago to East St. Louis.

"It's a huge process; the Federal Highway Administration has very strict guidelines," White said. "You have to get everybody on board - all the counties, towns, cities - that touch on the road."

The designation makes Illinois the second state after New Mexico to earn federal scenic byway status for the "mother road," giving communities along the road access to millions in possible federal grants for publicity, marketing and Route 66-themed building projects. When a stretch of Route 40, the country's oldest highway, earned National Scenic Byway status, some Illinois communities along the road were totally recharged with newly drawn tourists and the help of $2 million in federal grants.

"We've seen towns completely revitalized," said White, noting the rebirth of Greenup, in the eastern part of the state. "Their downtown went from being empty to being completely full. No vacancies."

White said some towns in the Metro East area, such as Hamel and Pontoon Beach, could feel a significant impact from the new designation. Hamel is home to Scotty's restaurant, which has been a Route 66 landmark since at least the 1930s. Pontoon Beach has an old theater and cafe that were once stops along the route, White said.

The once vital cross-country route, which also goes through Edwardsville, was replaced by four-lane interstates, beginning in the 1950s. But highway history buffs can still find segments of the original route - even with the original concrete - in parts of the Metro East. North of Edwardsville, for example, there's an original Route 66 bridge.

To gain scenic byway status, highway buffs here had to trace a route that was as true to the original as possible. But in some areas, whole sections of the road are now gone or lost.

"It's the closest to the original we could come up with," said White, who is also a member of the Illinois Route 66 Heritage Project. "You have to be able to identify a route that people can reasonably follow."

The purpose of the designation, in part, White said, is to lure people off the interstates that were built to replace their two-lane, 50 mph predecessor.


"For us, in Madison County and St. Clair County, it will definitely bring us more visitors," White said. "But in smaller towns the impact will be even more significant."





Missouri Highway Archaeology Project: 
Dig proves ancient trash is modern-day Treasure


By Kevin Murphy

The Kansas City Star

Posted on Mon, Oct. 03, 2005

http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/local/12802477.htm 

CANTON, Mo. — One of the most ambitious Missouri Department of Transportation projects this year won’t improve roads or bridges, but it is exploring the state’s past.

In an unprecedented $5 million undertaking, the state is paying archaeologists to unearth, inspect, sort and save broken tools, utensils, weapons and scrap rock left behind at Indian settlements along the Mississippi River for some 9,000 years.

While mostly trash, the materials can help archaeologists trace how generations of Indians lived and moved about in northeast Missouri. The excavation is part of the $50 million widening of U.S. 61, for which the federal government is paying 80 percent of the cost and the state the remainder.

It is by far the most costly archaeological project the state Transportation Department ever has tackled, with no others exceeding $300,000, a state official said. The biggest highway archaeology project in Kansas cost about $1.5 million, eight years ago near Arkansas City, state officials said.

“We’ve never had costs this high,” said Robert Reeder, historic preservation coordinator for the Missouri Transportation Department, “but this is one of the richest areas of archaeological resources in the state.” About 20 sites are being excavated over a 15-mile stretch of the road north of Canton, he said.

While Reeder said the state did all it could to limit excavation, the estimated cost is a surprise to two state lawmakers who represent the area.

“I don’t think anybody’s against looking back into history, but that’s a tremendous amount of money for what they are recovering,” said Sen. John Cauthorn, a Mexico Republican. “You can build a lot of roads for that.”

State Rep. Brian Munzlinger, a Williamstown Republican, said archaeologists would be better off to stick with known sites, such as the Illiniwek Village State Historic Site, a former Indian settlement in the state’s northeast corner.

Munzlinger said money spent on archaeology could instead repair a lot of aging bridges in his district.

“If they had found a village that had great, significant value, I could maybe see doing some study there,” Munzlinger said. “But to take a lot of time and just find bits and pieces that they could find up the road at other sites?”

U.S. Sen. Jim Talent, a Missouri Republican, also has concerns about spending on the project. Talent is sponsor of a bill to reauthorize funding of the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and is a member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

Talent favors historic preservation, but in regard to the U.S. 61 project, “he believes the cost is extravagant,” spokesman Rich Chrismer said.

The archaeology is being done under the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act that is intended to protect and preserve historic artifacts and buildings when federal funds are used for road, reservoir or other public improvement projects.

The act has been crucial to understanding human history in America, said Lynne Sebastian, past president of the Society for American Archaeology, a 7,000-member organization.

“Most of the archaeology that’s done in the United States today is done because of federal historic preservation law,” said Sebastian, of New Mexico.

Highways and reservoirs built in the 1950s and early 1960s were “absolutely wiping out our historic and archaeological record,” Sebastian said.

Land along the Mississippi is considered a prime area for learning about Indian life. Indians settled there because the river provided transportation, drew game and created an environment for other food, such as fruit trees and nut trees.

“You don’t find a much more densely packed archaeological spot in the world than you find there,” said Brant Vollman, Missouri’s state historic preservation officer. “It was the best place to live.”

The U.S. 61 sites have found evidence of early archaic period Indians who lived from 6000 to 8000 B.C., but most items appear to be from woodland period Indians, dating from 1000 B.C. to 900 A.D., archaeologists said.

As required by the federal historic preservation act, Missouri and federal highway officials and representatives of seven area Indian tribes reviewed the historical significance of the land after test surveys showed evidence of centuries-old settlements.

Although the state transportation department has a staff of about 12 archaeologists, the project was so large that the state sought proposals from private archaeological firms to dig the sites.

The state hired Cultural Resource Analysts of Lexington, Ky., which has been in business for 22 years. Excavation began in May and could conclude by the end of the year. The contract for the work is more than $4.9 million and could reach $5.6 million, state officials said.

Each day, about 20 archaeologists the company hired from around the region methodically sift through soil dug from holes about 3 or 4 feet deep.

The workers screen out broken pieces of old tools and weapons, but mostly find mere flakes of rock left over from making such items. Each discovery, even small bits of rock no bigger than a pencil eraser, is sorted, cleaned and placed in labeled plastic bags.

The rock flakes may be mere waste but they help archaeologists tell what Indians were using to make things, how they made them and when Indians moved from one site based on finding part of an item broken and discarded elsewhere.

“There are people who can tell you a whole lot about a flake,” Reeder said.

Occasionally, archaeologists dig up arrowheads, pieces of tools such as a stone hatchet and decorated pottery and dishes. The archaeologists are mostly searching areas used as disposal or cooking pits.

“What archaeologists do is look at trash, because if people had something that was good and usable they took it with them and used it until it wore out,” Sebastian said. “Trash is where you can find out what people really had.”

Archaeologists are examining the U.S. 61 items in laboratories and will make a final report to the state of what they found and where they found it, Reeder said. The state has dozens of such reports from smaller projects over the years.

While a few items from such excavations are displayed in museums or public settings or shown at schools, the vast majority are stored for research by archaeologists, other scientists and historians.

“There was stuff dug up in the ’30s and ’40s that people are still going back and reanalyzing,” said archaeologist Andrew Bradbury, principal investigator for Cultural Resources at the U.S. 61 site.

While the U.S. 61 excavation is costly, “it could have been a whole lot worse,” Reeder said.

State and federal officials tried to keep costs down by slightly altering the highway path to avoid known sites or by building the roadbed over artifacts buried deep enough to go undisturbed, Reeder said.

After consulting Vollman and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in Washington, state and federal highway officials and the tribes decided that substantial excavation could not be avoided. “We all had to negotiate and come to an agreement,” Reeder said.

The final amount spent will depend on the extent of work at future sites.

The contract shows that personnel costs top out at $48 per hour for supervisors and range from about $17 to $24 an hour for archaeologists, which federal officials said are not unusual fees. The state also is paying $55 nightly for lodging and $25 food per diem for the Cultural Resources employees.

Peggy Casey, environmental projects engineer in Missouri for the Federal Highway Administration, said the state had to do the archaeological work to get the federal funds for the highway widening.

“We realize it’s a lot of money, but in this case it’s appropriate,” Casey said.
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