February 27, 2006


FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications – Week 25
This week’s scan of 27 stakeholder websites focused on associations of governments and transportation advocacy groups. Two of the websites reviewed had posted recent content related to SAFETEA-LU.

After the list of websites is a series of links to articles found through our online searches this week.  Publicly available articles this week include the following titles:
· “Pay As You Go: SR 167 Picked For Toll Project,” King County Journal.
· “Hannibal Plans To Develop New Trails,” Quincy Herald-Whig.
· “ATA Chairman Patrick Quinn Appointed to National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission.” US Newswire.
National Association of Development Organizations

http://www.nado.org/legaffair/issupdate/dot.php

This February 10, 2006, legislative update notes that the President's FY2007 
budget provides $65.6 billion for the Department of Transportation.  This amount 
is $100 million over current funding levels, but the budget proposes significant 
cuts to Amtrak and aviation programs.

Urban Mobility Corporation

http://www.innobriefs.com/index.html

These monthly ‘Innovation News Briefs’ summarize current transportation issues 
for legislators, public officials, business leaders, newspaper editors, and 
transportation professionals. Titles of the critical commentaries this month include 
the following:
The Challenge Ahead: Looking Beyond SAFETEA-LU 

New Transportation Visions for the 21st Century 

Private Toll Road Financing 

Amtrak’s Uncertain Future 

A New Transportation Vision for the 21st Century: Commentary 

Is American Ready for Toll Roads? 

What Went Wrong With Maryland’s “Smart Growth” Policy? 

ITS Metropolitan Deployment Falls Short of Promise, Says GAO  
Pay As You Go: SR 167 Picked For Toll Project 
King County Journal (Bellevue, WA)
February 17, 2006

http://www.kingcountyjournal.com/sited/story/html/230429

Based on the success of HOT lanes in California, Texas and Minnesota, the 
Washington DOT will create the first HOT lanes in the state on SR167.  Though 
the lanes are expected to increase the efficiency of the entire transportation 
network, opponents argue that the lanes only work if traffic is stalled in the 
general lanes, that HOT lanes take funding away from bigger road improvement 
projects, and that they favor the wealthy.

Hannibal Plans To Develop New Trails
Quincy Herald-Whig (Hannibal, MO)

February 20, 2006 

http://www.whig.com/285457117320133.php

A ‘Rails to Trails’ project is just starting Phase I with SAFETEA-LU funding. 
When completed it will connect Riverview Park to the downtown area, and create 
bike lanes on at least two major roads in town.

ATA Chairman Patrick Quinn Appointed to National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission 

US Newswire

http://releases.usnewswire.com/GetRelease.asp?id=61111

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist appointed Patrick Quinn, chairman of the 
American Trucking Association (ATA) to the National Surface Transportation 
Policy and Revenue Study Commission. Created by SAFETEA-LU, the 
commission will conduct a comprehensive study of the current condition and 
future needs of the surface transportation system and funding alternatives to meet 
those needs. Twelve members ultimately will comprise the commission, chaired 
by Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta.
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