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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications – Week 22
This week’s scan of 27 stakeholder websites focused on environmental advocacy groups and smart growth organizations. Two of the websites reviewed had updated content related to SAFETEA-LU since we visited them in previous scans.

After the list of websites is a series of links to articles found through our online searches this week.  
Recently Updated Websites

​​​

Taxpayers for Common Sense

http://www.taxpayer.net/Transportation/northshoreroad.htm

This January 12, 2006 press release notes a transportation widening project in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park is projected to cost $604 million.  
Taxpayers for Common Sense does not support the plan and calls it “unnecessary 
and wasteful.” The group maintains that providing Swain County with a monetary 
settlement in lieu of constructing the North Shore Road will provide the greatest 
balance between the needs of Swain County, federal taxpayers, and our National 
Park System, and is the option favored by the county, the State of North Carolina, 
and a core group of local citizens, community leaders, and federal decision-
makers.
National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse

http://www.enhancements.org/publications.asp

The organization’s monthly newsletter “Connections” discusses the impact of 
SAFETEA-LU on funding for innovative transportation enhancement projects at 
the local and state levels.
Publicly Available Articles
League talk: Legislators pledge to make transportation a priority

Greenwich Post (Greenwich, CT)

February 2, 2006

http://www.acorn-online.com/news/publish/article_4244.shtml

The article summarizes comments from Connecticut State Legislators at a recent 
Women’s League of Voters breakfast.  Transportation was the dominant issue, 
with several proposals emphasizing commuter rail, bike lanes, and multi-modal 
highway alternatives.
HALT! 281 toll road project ordered to stop

The Canyon Lake Times Guardian (Canyon Lake, TX)
January 18, 2006

http://www.timesguardian.com/2006/011806/011806-3.html

Texas Department of Transportation will cease work on projects to expand Hwy. 
281 Toll roads in order to conduct a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
Previous environmental assessments of the projects did not sufficiently determine 
if they will cause a significant impact to human environment.
Caution: Road Work Ahead
Renton Reporter (Renton, WA)

January 20, 2005

http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=16030607&BRD=1012&PAG=461&dept_id=141546&rfi=6

While additional lanes along I-405 or the Valley Freeway are planned, HOT lanes 
will also be used to ease congestion.  The toll lanes are expected to open by late 
2008 and will collect tolls electronically, using vehicle-mounted transponders and 
electronic toll-rate signs. Solo drivers would pay a single entry fee to access the 
existing HOV lanes at several points.
Car pooling Declines Sharply in Region

North County Times (San Diego, CA)

January 28, 2006

http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2006/01/29/news/californian/21_03_091_28_06.txt

A new finding that a much smaller proportion of Southern Californians are 
sharing rides to work is rekindling debate over whether car-pool lanes are a sound 
transportation investment.
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