January 6, 2006


FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External SAFETEA-LU Environmental Communications – Week 18
This week’s scan of 22 stakeholder websites focused on environmental advocacy groups and smart growth associations. None of the websites reviewed had updated their content related to SAFETEA-LU since we visited them in previous weeks. 

Following is a list of links to related articles located during this week’s online searches and a recent press release from the city of Dallas regarding a CMAQ project to synchronize some of the city’s traffic signals.  
A GOP Key to Unlocking NEPA: Party Links Environmental Law to Delay, Paperwork, Lawsuits
Washington Post

January 6, 2006

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/05/AR2006010502108.html 
The article describes reactions to the recently released report of a House Republican task force that looked at ways to change the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The report is available on the task force website: http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/nepataskforce.htm.
Editor’s Report
Midwest Contractor

December 26, 2005

http://www.acppubs.com/article/CA6293120.html
The article describes the testimony of the American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) at a congressional hearing on Nov. 17, 2005, which focused on proposed changes to NEPA.
Officials Touting Benefits Of Rails-To-Trails Program
Tribune-Democrat (Johnstown, PA)

January 02, 2006

http://www.tribune-democrat.com/local/local_story_002234255.html?keyword=secondarystory
The article discusses ongoing public support for and local economic benefits of rails-to-trails conversions in the Pittsburgh region.

Sacred Claims: American Indian Tribes Win Some, Lose Some on Federal Land

High Country News
November 14, 2005

http://www.hcn.org/servlets/hcn.PrintableArticle?article_id=15907 
The article describes fights across the West over sacred American Indian sites on federal land, including one in which New Mexico Tribes are battling the construction of a new road through Petroglyph National Monument. The article notes that Tribes have relied primarily on the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, but they have also tried to use other laws that don’t specifically address sacred sites, including the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered Species Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act. 
New Year’s Resolution to Make 2006 a Year of Pedestrian Advocacy 
BeyondChron (San Francisco, CA)

January 3‚ 2006

http://www.beyondchron.org/news/index.php?itemid=2798
This article notes the “sad state” of pedestrian safety in San Francisco and encourages citizens to get involved to improve the situation. 
Cooperative Program to Synchronize, Coordinate Traffic Light Timing
City of Dallas, Texas

December 23, 2005

http://www.dallascityhall.com/dallas/eng/pdf/pio/CooperativeProgram.pdf
Drivers in Dallas will soon catch a break as the City's Public Works and Transportation (PW&T) Department is participating in a program that will eventually analyze and upgrade the timing of 725 of the City's 1,300 signalized intersections through the Thoroughfare Assessment Program, according to PW&T Director David Dybala.

As part of the Federal Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality program, the city is partnering with the federal government, Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). The regional program, including other North Texas cities is administered by the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG).

"The overall effect of the project is to improve air quality, helping the City comply with Texas Commission on Environmental Quality requirements," said Dybala. "An added benefit of this will be a reduction of overall driver delays," he added.

Following the upgrade, commuters should experience a reduction of travel time when driving through coordinated signal systems. Better signal synchronization usually results in fewer collisions since there will be smoother traffic flow and fewer stops. Environmentally, these improvements will result in less idling by vehicles, reduced air pollution, less gas consumption and cost savings.

The 725 intersections located throughout the City were selected on the basis of changing traffic/growth patterns, length of time since previous timing updates, and arterial streets that extend through a bordering city. 

Phase I of the analysis and upgrade began with a pilot program a few years ago when NCTCOG hired a consultant to analyze signals in the North Dallas/Carrollton area resulting in about a dozen retimed Dallas signals. Phase II consists of a 119 signal implementation and is expected to be completed in early 2006 including Coit Rd., Hampton Rd., Illinois Ave. and the Oak Lawn Area.

Phase III will include 147 signals and is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2006 including Ledbetter, Harry Hines, and the North Dallas area bounded by the Dallas North Tollway, US 75, IH 635 and NW Hwy. 

Phase IV includes 459 signals and is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2006 including Camp Wisdom, Wheatland, Westmoreland, South Buckner, Central Business District, Industrial, Greenville Ave., Forest Ln. and the area north of IH 635.
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