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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications – Week 24
This week’s scan of 24 stakeholder websites focused on highway users, industry associations, and transportation research groups. Two of the websites reviewed had posted new content related to SAFETEA-LU since previous external communication scans.

After the list of websites is a series of links to articles found through our online searches this week.  In an accompanying document is the full text of three articles that are not publicly available online.
Publicly Available Content
· “Traffic Congestion: Task Force Plan Will Only Tighten Knots,” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, February 14, 2006
· “Feds Boost Minnesota Trails, Many Trails To Be Completed,” Minnesota Trails Journal, February 14, 2006
· “Brookfield Wins Grant To Replace Salt Creek Foot Bridge,” Riverside/Brookfield Landmark (Oak Park, IL), February 7, 2006
· “Speed Drives Interest In I-25 Improvements,” The Coloradoan (Fort Collins, CO), February 19, 2006

· “Proposal Would Funnel Road Funds To Bus And Bicycle Transportation,” Santa Maria Times (Marysville, CA), February 16, 2006

Paid Content (in accompanying document)
· “Bush Offers 2.1% Grant Increase,” in Bond Buyer, February 7, 2006
· “Moriarty Discusses 'Rails to Trails,'” Mountain View Telegraph/Albuquerque Journal, February 9, 2006
· “Rail Line Trail Important Asset,” in the Intelligencer Journal (Lancaster, PA), February 13, 2006
Recently Updated Websites

American Road and Transportation Builders Association
http://www.artba.org/government/govtaffrs.htm

An ARTBA analysis of the Bush Administration’s FY 2007 budget proposal.
Community Transportation Association

http://www.ctaa.org/news/view.asp?news_id=505

The article, entitled “Transit Triumphant in President’s Budget,” hails increased 
federal spending guaranteed in SAFETEA-LU and budgeted for FY 2007.

Publicly Available Articles

Traffic Congestion: Task Force Plan Will Only Tighten Knots
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

February 14, 2006 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/auto/epaper/editions/tuesday/opinion_341fe783052612aa00ae.html

This article, by Brian Stone, a professor of urban planning, discusses a recent 
decision by the Georgia Congestion Mitigation Task Force to change a policy 
regarding state transportation funds and the way in which they are invested to 
alleviate traffic congestion.
Feds Boost Minnesota Trails, Many Trails To Be Completed
Minnesota Trails Journal

February 14, 2006

http://www.mnbiketrails.com/main.asp?SectionID=22&SubSectionID=45&ArticleID=324&TM=68369.5
The article says that President Bush’s signing of the largest public works bill in history is good news for Minnesota bicyclists and pedestrians. Out of the $286 billion in SAFETEA-LU, Minnesota will receive $52 million for bicycle trails and alternative methods of travel.
Brookfield Wins Grant To Replace Salt Creek Foot Bridge
Riverside/Brookfield Landmark (Oak Park, IL)
February 7, 2006

http://www.rblandmark.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticleID=1115&TM=84740.36
A pedestrian bridge over Salt Creek River in Brookfield will be reopened with federal CMAQ funding. It is used by commuters heading to and from the Prairie Avenue train station until it was closed nearly two years ago from disrepair.

Speed Drives Interest In I-25 Improvements
The Coloradoan (Fort Collins, CO) 

February 19, 2006

http://www.coloradoan.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060219/NEWS01/602190318/1002 

A three-year EIS study is focused on an area bordered by Union Station in downtown Denver on the south, Wellington on the north, U.S. Highway 287 on the west and U.S. Highway 85 on the east. The spine of the area is I-25. The study's goal is to come up with a package of transportation improvements - such as widening the interstate, establishing regional bus service, and building a passenger rail system - that would meet the area's needs in 2030.

Proposal Would Funnel Road Funds To Bus And Bicycle Transportation

Santa Maria Times (Marysville, CA)
February 16, 2006
http://www.santamariatimes.com/articles/2006/02/16/news/local/news01.txt 
In response to advocates of alternative transportation, government officials have changed a proposal for spending money that would be raised if voters renew a Santa Barbara County sales tax known as Measure D.  The new proposal would shift $97 million from local control - funds traditionally used for road maintenance - to regional bus and bicycle transportation as well as to the “Safe Routes to Schools” program.
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