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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications – Week 4

This week’s scan of 24 stakeholder websites focused on highway users, industry associations, and transportation research groups.  Listed below are the organizations that have posted recent content related to SAFETEA-LU and its environmental and planning provisions. 

Following the list are several articles located through our database searches covering the beginning of September.

American Highway Users Alliance

http://www.highways.org/SAFETEA-LU_analysis.htm
The summary lists both funding tables and an outline of selected provisions of interest, including CMAQ, planning, and environmental streamlining. The website also notes, “Over the next several weeks, we will conduct a more thorough review of all provisions in the bill that are relevant to highway users.”

American Road and Transportation Builders Association

http://www.artba.org/tmaw/index.htm
ARTBA’s “Transportation Makes America Work” website summarizes SAFETEA-LU and includes a number of policy goals that were advocated in a 2001 ARTBA TEA-21 Reauthorization Task Force report.  The summary includes a short analysis of SAFETEA-LU’s project delivery and environmental review provisions.

Associated General Contractors

http://www.agc.org/galleries/default-file/HighwayFactsBulletin0805.pdf
This document, sent to members following SAFETEA-LU’s passage, lists the following legislative victories and lobbying successes.

· Improving the environmental review process,

· Eliminating the “stormwater projects mandate,”

· Improving the Clean Air and transportation planning processes,

· Allowing use of Federal funds to retrofit diesel powered construction equipment to improve air quality, and

· Exempting the Interstate Highway System from historic designation.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

http://www.uschamber.com/press/releases/2005/july/05-134.htm
Press release entitled, “Chamber Lauds Passage of Transportation Bill Critical to Nation’s Infrastructure and Economy.”

Community Transportation Association

http://www.ctaa.org/news/view.asp?news_id=441
Article entitled “SAFETEA-LU and transit options for persons with disabilities," has the following quote: “Easily overlooked, but perhaps most significant in the long run, SAFETEA-LU now requires that representatives of the disability community have a meaningful voice in statewide and metropolitan transportation planning processes."

http://www.ctaa.org/news/view.asp?news_id=432
Article entitled ‘SAFETEA-LU becomes law!’ with links to the Environmental Defense Fund scorecard.

DOT to handle its own NEPA reviews 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
Tuesday, August 30, 2005 

By: ROBINSON DUFFY, Staff Writer 

Alaska, under provisions in the newly enacted 1,700-page federal transportation bill, is one of five states that will participate in a pilot program changing the review process under the National Environmental Policy Act or NEPA. 

Under the new program, the Alaska State Department of Transportation will assume the duty of conducting environmental reviews of federally funded transportation projects, a process which is usually conducted by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation. 

State and federal officials are still reviewing the new rules, but Bill Ballard, State DOT Environmental Coordinator, said that from what he's seen, the pilot program seems to be Congress' effort to streamline the delivery of transportation funds. 

"Any time you can cut out another set of hands and another set of eyes in a review, you are shortening your delivery," he said. 

Any federally funded transportation project must undergo strenuous review for potential environmental impact. Under the current system, the state DOT coordinates with a federal highway liaison to perform the review. 

The details still are not known, but under the pilot program, that review would now be handled by state officials without relying on the federal liaison to represent the state or local government. 

Chuck Howe, Alaska DOT Northern Regions environmental coordinator, said he can see how some might consider the new program as a dangerous rubber stamp for potentially environmentally detrimental projects. 

"But there will be checks and balances in place to make sure the NEPA standards are being met," he said. 

Ballard said any such fears would be unfounded. "It's not done in a vacuum," he said. "You're not cutting out any steps, you're still covering the basics." 

Ballard said the same number of reviews would be done for each project; the state would simply conduct an additional review instead of forwarding it on to the federal government. Ballard said the state would likely bring in one or two additional staff members to help out doing those reviews. 

The new program would actually make the state more responsible for its actions, Ballard said. Any litigation stemming from environmental impact of a project would have to be directly handled by the state now. 

"It's going to put more burden on us, because we're going to have to play that independent role of insuring that all the environmental laws have been met," he said. 

The Federal Highway Commission and State DOT are still trying to figure out all the details of the pilot program. DOT spokesman John Manly said it could be a year before any changes take effect. The law provides nine months for writing the supporting federal regulations. After that, the state must file an application with public notice to assume the new duties. The state must also demonstrate that it has the legal authority, staff and budget to take over this responsibility for any given project. 

The program would certainly make thing easier for the DOT though, Howe said. 

"If it's structured the right way, I would expect it should improve the processes. But it's not going to be a night-and-day difference," he said. 

Ballard agrees that the new program shows potential. 

"If this pilot proves out with the other pilot states, it will be a good thing in streamlining the delivery of projects," he said. 

The other four states participating in the pilot program are California, Ohio, Oklahoma and Texas. Alaska Congressman Don Young was chairman of the Transportation Committee which oversaw the $286.45 billion federal highway bill. Through the bill, Alaska is positioned to receive over $596 million in funds. 

Staff Writer Robinson Duffy can be reached at 459-7583 or rduffy@newsminer.com . 

Article can be found at: http://www.newsminer.com/Stories/0,1413,113~7244~3032661,00.html#

Marin Leaders Studying Bike and Ped Transportation: Policy Trip Sponsored by WTB
by Mtbr.com
September 21st, 2005


MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA: Six community leaders and policy makers from Marin County, California recently returned from a five-day tour of the Netherlands and Germany to study bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems. In many Dutch cities, the percentage of trips made by bicycles is upwards of 40%, as compared to an average of only 1% in the United States.

The trip was planned and sponsored by Wilderness Trail Bikes ("WTB") and its sister non-profit, Transportation Alternatives for Marin ("TAM"), to provide insight, inspiration and a benchmark for what is possible with non-motorized transportation in the United States. With rising gas prices and increased traffic congestion, transportation alternatives to the automobile are becoming more attractive than ever.

The study tour brought the delegation to meet with planners, engineers, advocates, and elected officials - - and ride on the bicycle facilities -- in cities throughout The Netherlands including Delft, Leiden, Den Haag, Zoetermeer, and Amsterdam. The group also visited and received a tour of Friedrichshafen, Germany, which has significantly increased its percentage of bicycle transportation trips over the past 10 years. The Tour ended at the Messe Friedrichshafen on the first day of the Eurobike Show.

The tour was particularly important because Marin County is one of four communities throughout the United States that was recently designated by Congress as a Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program in the federal surface transportation bill SAFETEA-LU, signed last month by the President. Each of the four communities is receiving a total of $25 million over the next four years to build a bicycle and pedestrian network that will connect directly with transit stations, schools, residences, businesses, recreation areas, and community activity centers. The other locations chosen to lead pilots are Columbia, MO, Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, and Sheboygan County, WI.

Patrick Seidler, President of WTB and TAM says, "The tactic of using pilot programs to demonstrate the effectiveness of bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems has been used successfully in The Netherlands, Germany, Japan, and other countries. Through the Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program, we now have the same opportunity here in the United States. We plan to use international best practices, the leveraging of resources, and careful planning to make the Marin Pilot Program highly effective, and replicable in other communities."

The total estimated cost for building Marin County's complete bicycle and pedestrian network is over $100 million. The plan calls for constructing a network of bike lanes, sidewalks, and pathways. A highlight of the plan is the creation of a North-South Greenway parallel to Highway 101 along the railroad right-of-way that will be separated from cars, and pass through tunnels and over trestles, providing a flat, safe and direct route to transit hubs, shopping centers, businesses, schools, and residences. Marin County will combine the $25 million from the federal government with additional funds including a local transportation sales tax and a regional bridge toll, to build a much of the bicycle and pedestrian network as possible over the next five years. Data collection will monitor mode shift, and provide important statistical analyses regarding the cost effectiveness of bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

Marin County Supervisor Charles McGlashan, an elected official who attended the trip said: "It has been an incredible learning experience to come to Europe and see these models of success. I will work to encourage Marin to move in this environmentally superior direction. WTB's leadership in arranging this tour is a testimony of their commitment to bicycle transportation."

Deb Hubsmith, Advocacy Director of the Marin County Bicycle Coalition, who also attended the trip said: "The WTB/TAM European Bicycle Transportation Tour renewed my enthusiasm and vision for the role of the bicycle in transforming cities into healthy, vibrant, and sustainable communities. We are now in a position to use these same building blocks to elevate the importance of bicycle transportation in America."

Background Information
How Marin County Influenced the Nonmotorized Pilot Program and Safe Routes to Schools in the Federal Transportation Bill

Patrick Seidler (Wilderness Trail Bikes (WTB) and Transportation Alternatives for Marin (TAM)) and Deb Hubsmith (Marin County Bicycle Coalition) began working on the federal transportation bill in January of 2000 through the Bikes Belong Coalition (a national bicycle industry group). Bikes Belong was preparing for a meeting in Washington DC with the ranking member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Congressman Jim Oberstar (D-MN), an avid bicyclist and powerful Congressman who was interested in ideas for how bicycling could be improved throughout the United States. Seidler and Hubsmith drafted a "white paper" outlining two program ideas, a national Safe Routes to School program, and a Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program, which were presented to Congressman Oberstar by Bikes Belong.

Today, five and a half years later, both programs have been incorporated in the $286.5 billion dollar transportation bill that was passed by Congress on Friday, July 29, 2005. The transportation bill guarantees over $3 billion for bicycling throughout the nation over the next six years. This includes $612 million for a new National Safe Routes to School Program, and $100 million for a new Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program.

In August of 2000, Congressman Oberstar worked with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to designate two pilot programs for Safe Routes to School, to test effectiveness of a concentrated effort to get more children walking and bicycling to schools. Marin County was one of the two locations that were selected as demonstration programs. The Marin County Bicycle Coalition received $50,000 to create the Safe Routes to School pilot program, and in the first two years, bicycle and pedestrian use jumped at participating public schools from 21% to 38%.

In 2003, Congressman Oberstar introduced a new bill called the Pedestrian and Cyclist Equity Act for the 21st Century (PACE), with Congresswoman Woolsey as an original co-sponsor. The PACE bill called for a national Safe Routes to School program and a Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program. Hubsmith spoke about the success of Marin County’s Safe Routes to School program at the press conference in Washington DC when the bill was introduced. Later that year, Congressman Oberstar rolled the two programs from PACE into the draft language for the House version of the federal transportation bill. With the new 109th Congress which took session in January of 2005, the transportation bill was introduced again, and the two programs remained intact.

Throughout the entire process, Hubsmith and Seidler worked closely with Congressman Oberstar, Congresswoman Woolsey, Senator Boxer, and the Marin County Board of Supervisors. In addition, national organizations such as America Bikes (which is funded by Bikes Belong Coalition) worked through their extensive grassroots networks to promote Safe Routes to School to all members in Congress. The national organization Rails-to-Trails Conservancy worked with the Marin advocates to advance and promote the Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program. 

Among the other key advocates and public officials responsible for the program are Marin County Supervisors Steve Kinsey, Charles McGlashan and former Supervisor John Kress; Craig Tackabery, from the Marin County Department of Public Works; Marianne Fowler and Franz Gimmler from the Rails-to- Trails Conservancy; Maggie Gumbinner, Staff to Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey; Laurie Saroff, Senior Policy staff from Senator Boxer's office, and Stephanie Manning, of Congressman Oberstar's House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee staff.

Through hard work, collaboration, and holding on to a long-term vision, Marin County advocates, especially WTB, TAM and the MCBC, have played a substantial role in advancing bicycle and pedestrian provisions in the transportation bill.

Contact: Mr. Patrick Seidler, Wilderness Trail Bikes, President Transportation Alternatives for Marin, President, (415) 389-5040 x24 or Ms. Susie Weaver, Wilderness Trial Bikes, Corporate Affairs Transportation Alternatives for Marin, Communications Coordinator (415) 389-5040 x13

Article can be found at: http://www.outdoornewswire.com/v/current/htdocs/themes/default/showcat.php?name=MtnBiking
No Bike Money for Racine County Irritates Official 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

By ANNYSA JOHNSON
Sep. 11, 2005
The chairman of the Mount Pleasant Parks Commission voiced outrage last week that Racine County did not get a $25 million pilot project to develop a bike and pedestrian trail in Wisconsin, and he said local officials must be ready if a second round of funding becomes available.

Harvey Radke took issue with Sheboygan County's selection for the pilot program, announced as part of the $286.5 billion federal transportation bill approved in July, and questioned why none of Wisconsin's estimated $40 million in trail funds was earmarked for Racine County.

"We could have justified getting some of that money," said Radke, noting that the county has several trail sections already in place. "So, did our guys miss the boat, or were we not notified that this money was out there?" 

Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Janesville), who represents Racine County in Congress, did not request money for bike and pedestrian trails in the latest transportation bill, saying through a spokeswoman that he'd had no requests from constituents.

Sheboygan County is one of four regions nationally that will receive $25 million over the next four years to develop a program intended to reduce its dependency on motor vehicles. In addition, $15.7 million of Wisconsin's separate $40 million in trail funds has been earmarked for projects in several communities across the state, including Milwaukee.

Marjorie Ward, executive director of the Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin, isn't surprised by Radke's response, saying she's heard "sour grapes comments from other communities."

Others may still benefit

But she stressed Tuesday that the pilot program may benefit other Wisconsin projects in the future, and that Racine County is eligible to apply for the estimated $18 million a year in federal pedestrian and bike-trail money and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funds, and $2 million in first-time Safe Routes to School funds.

"We were just happy that Wisconsin was selected at all," Ward said of the pilot project. 

"Part of it is political," she said, acknowledging that Rep. Tom Petri (R-Fond du Lac), who represents Sheboygan, is chairman of the House Transportation Committee's highway subcommittee.

"But this (pilot grant) is a bonus," she said. "Communities shouldn't feel that money is being taken away from them. And hopefully, if the pilot is successful, it will lead to more funding all over."

Sheboygan was selected for the pilot project along with Minneapolis/St. Paul; Columbia, Mo.; and Marin County, Calif. The project was the brainchild of U.S. Rep. Jim Oberstar of Minnesota, an avid cyclist and the ranking Democrat on the Transportation Committee.

The following projects were earmarked for funding from the estimated $40 million that the state will receive in bike and pedestrian trail funds, according to Ward and the state Department of Transportation:

• About $11 million for several projects in the district of U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-Madison), including Madison Central Park, the Waunakee Bike Path and the Glacial Drumlin Trail.

• Nearly $3 million in the district of Rep. Gwen Moore (D-Milwaukee), including $2.08 million for neighborhood connections with the Hank Aaron State Trail; $640,000 for the marsupial bridge beneath Milwaukee's Holton Ave. viaduct; and $240,000 to build a pedestrian and bicycle bridge over state Highway 100 in West Allis.

• About $1 million in the district of Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner (R-Menomonee Falls) to reconstruct Highway 33, including a planned pedestrian lane, from Port Washington to Saukville. Sensenbrenner was one of only eight House members and four Senate members to vote against the bill. U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) had pushed for the Highway 33 reconstruction project.

Ward, who has made a point of mentioning Rep. Ryan's bike-and-pedestrian-friendly voting record, said responsibility for seeking funding lies with constituents. 

"Congressmen ask for what their constituents ask for," said Ward, who sees Radke's complaint as a good omen for future projects in Racine County.

"If people want bike and pedestrian facilities, they need to ask for them."

Article can be found at: http://www.jsonline.com/news/racine/sep05/354627.asp
Considering bicycle safety on a tragic anniversary

Salt Lake Tribune

Jason Bultman, chairman of the Salt Lake County Bicycle Advisory Committee

   Last October, almost 1,000 people on bicycles rode to the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon to remember cyclists who had been hit and killed by automobiles. 

    In response to those tragedies, the Josie Johnson Memorial Ride and the creation of the Utah Bicycle Coalition have helped raise awareness for bicycle safety. This year, we're continuing efforts, urging folks to be careful, courteous, and to share the road. 

    Bicycling advocacy in Utah has grown significantly in the past few years. Three new nonprofit advocacy groups and three new bicycle advisory committees are hard at work. Organized rides are receiving record participation. The governor signed a 3-foot-clearance passing law. And, yes, Salt Lake City's own Dave Zabriskie wore yellow in the Tour de France. 

    A few things to maintain the positive momentum are a strong Safe Routes to School program, Complete Streets policies and better law enforcement. The new federal transportation bill provides $612 million for Safe Routes to School (SR2S), a national program designed to improve safety for kids biking and walking to school, increase physical activity, and reduce school-related traffic congestion. 

    Since the 1970s, the percentage of kids who bike or walk to school has dropped from 60 percent to 10 percent. In that same time, the percentage of obese children age 6-11 has tripled. Utah should hire full-time SR2S coordinators to implement Safe Routes programs, educate all children how to be safe, and construct safer paths around our schools. 

    Our state and local transportation departments can help balance safety with all transportation modes by adopting a policy of Complete Streets, whereby all new roads and construction projects consider bicycle and pedestrian travel. I currently have a letter in to Utah Department of Transportation asking for this simple and much-needed provision. We don't need bike lanes on every street, just smooth shoulders free of debris or wide-enough outside lanes. 

    And finally, law enforcement needs to improve. When car-bike collisions occur, the police accident report needs to be thorough and conducted so the bicyclist's rights are regarded as equal to any motorist's. Kudos to the Utah Department of Health and its efforts to train officers to find and cite drivers who disregard cyclists on the road and likewise cite cyclists who disregard the law. 

    Next, we need to train some of our public prosecutors. Last year, three people in Utah were struck and killed by motorists. On Aug. 12, 2004, William Fails was hit from behind and killed at 9:30 a.m. on SR-21, one mile east of Minersville. 

    There was no traffic at the time, and therefore no witnesses to counter or support the young driver's testimony that Mr. Fails swerved into the travel lane at the last minute. Mr. Fails was wearing an orange vest, and rode this stretch of road so frequently that local residents recognized him, including the driver who hit him. 

    Beaver County Attorney Von Christenson said the driver appears partially to blame, but the family was not pressing for vengeance, and "justice is best served in this case by not pursuing prosecution." Mr. Fails' other family - the bicycling community - is not vengeful. But we do expect consequences for those who kill or hurt bicyclists if they are negligent. 

    On Aug. 16 of last year, Ron Hirschi was killed while riding in North Ogden when a truck and trailer, traveling in the opposite direction, made a left turn directly in front of him. The driver was issued a ticket for "failure to yield." 

    Then one year ago today, Josie Johnson was hit and killed while riding her bike up Big Cottonwood Canyon. The motorist has been charged with negligent homicide after a huge public outcry. 

    On the bright side, not one bicyclist has died in Utah this year, and the Josie Johnson Memorial Ride will start at noon at Sugarhouse Park on Saturday, Oct. 15. 

Article can be found at:  http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_3047609
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