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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications

This week’s scan of 24 stakeholder websites focused on public policy think tanks and organizations interested in human environment issues.  Listed below are the associations that have posted recent content related to SAFETEA-LU and its environmental and planning provisions. 
Following the list are three articles located through our database searches covering the beginning of September:

America Bikes

www.americabikes.org
Website contains several articles addressing SAFETEA-LU provisions as relates to the group’s policy agenda.  The press release leads with ‘The new federal transportation bill approved July 29 by Congress will make bicycling safer, more convenient and more fun for all Americans.’  The site also contains links to other bicycling organizations’ press releases.
American Recreation Coalition

http://www.funoutdoors.com/node/view/1376
American Recreation Coalition President Derrick Crandall is cited in the press release as saying, “Overall, this is great news for recreation and the health and well-being of all Americans.” 

Bikes Belong Coalition

http://bikesbelong.org/site/page.cfm?pageid=245
Contains a short list of the ways SAFETEA-LU will benefit bicycling and links to other bicycling organization’s analysis.
League of American Bicyclists

http://www.bikeleague.org/mediacenter/SAFETEA-LU.pdf
Press release calls SAFETEA-LU a ‘huge success for both cyclists & pedestrians.’

http://www.bikeleague.org/mediacenter/SAFETEA_LU.pdf 
A six-page, comprehensive analysis of changes in SAFETEA-LU with a focus on bicycle facility improvements and programs.   
National Center for Bicycling & Walking

http://www.bikewalk.org/safe_routes_to_school/SR2S_legislation.htm
Article focuses on SAFETEA-LU’s federal funding for Safe Routes to School program.
National Recreation and Park Association

http://www.nrpa.org/content/default.aspx?documentId=2581
Press release is entitled ‘NRPA Action Leads to Victory in Transportation, Interior Bills’ and contains a summary of related highlights.
Rails to Trails Conservancy
http://www.railtrails.org/
Briefing on the organization’s homepage with a link to an organization document specifically highlighting: Section 4(f), Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program, Safe Routes to School, Recreational Trails Program, and CMAQ.
Surface Transportation Policy Project

http://www.transact.org/
Statement of STPP President Anne P. Canby on Enactment of New Federal Transportation Law – ‘It Is Now Up to State & Local Leaders to Deliver Real Travel Options to the Public.’
Full Speed Ahead for Transportation Funds
American City & County
Sep 1, 2005 
APWA president examines impact of the new bill.

On Aug. 10, President Bush signed the long-awaited $286.4 billion transportation bill — titled the Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) — allocating 30 percent more money over the next six years to improve the condition and safety of the country's transportation networks. As state and local governments gear up to put the money to work, Bob Freudenthal, deputy general manager for the Hendersonville, Tenn., Utility District and incoming president of the Kansas City, Mo.-based American Public Works Association (APWA), praises the bill's spending limits but points out the need for alternative future funding sources.

Q: Were there any provisions that APWA was supporting that did not make it into the bill?
A: APWA applauded enactment of SAFETEA-LU. It includes a number of provisions which we supported and which will benefit cities and counties. Overall, we believe the new act is an important step in the right direction toward reversing years of underinvestment in our transportation systems. But, given the tremendous infrastructure needs we have at the local level, we need to be investing more. It is critically important that more transportation funds be directed to cities and counties, where local solutions can best be applied to address local needs.

Q: What transportation needs does the bill not address?
A: One of SAFETEA-LU's strengths is that it builds upon the success of its predecessor, TEA-21, by retaining its core structure and essential intermodal goals. But our transportation system faces a significant threat to its future: the ability to finance its growing preservation, improvement and maintenance needs. Although SAFETEA-LU did increase investment, it did not meet the levels the federal government says are needed to improve our transportation network. It does, however, recognize the need to be thinking about our current financing systems and what should be done to ensure reliable, long-term funding sources for transportation. The new act establishes a commission to examine the transportation system's future needs and revenues sources.

Q: How can local and state governments compensate for those shortfalls?
A: APWA and our members place a tremendous value on partnerships and working together at the local, state and federal levels in the service of our communities. I think local and state governments compensate for any shortfalls by doing what we do best: by being responsive to the needs of our communities, by building partnerships, by being innovative and by implementing solutions that respect the unique needs and qualities of our cities and counties.

Q: Will the new safety program do enough to improve safety on the nation's roads and highways?
A: SAFETEA-LU elevates safety to higher priority and includes a strong focus on improving roadway safety. It creates a new comprehensive highway safety improvement program funded at $5.1 billion. Under the program, $90 million annually is dedicated to infrastructure improvements on rural roads. Another program, Safe Routes to School, will provide $612 million for improvements that will make walking and bicycling to school safe and more appealing.

Q: Some critics have said there are too many special projects in the bill. Do local governments feel that the money was allocated fairly and appropriately?
A: It is unlikely special projects will ever be eliminated from transportation bills. Their presence reflects the fact that so many communities have tremendous transportation needs.
Online at: http://americancityandcounty.com/mag/government_full_speed_ahead/index.html
Energy, Transportation Bills Will Impact Architects

Business Week, Architectural Record

AUGUST 29, 2005 

After long delays, Congress finally passed its energy and transportation bills in August. The impact on architects could be significant
Transportation bill likely to benefit architects
The long-delayed, multiyear federal transportation bill that President Bush signed into law on August 10 provides substantial funding for projects involving architects. The new legislation, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), covers the 2005 through 2009 fiscal years. Authorizations total $295 billion. 

Architects seem pleased that SAFETEA-LU retains the program structure set by the 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). One key extended ISTEA feature is the "transportation enhancements" program, which sets aside 10 percent of funding for the Surface Transportation Program, a major federal highway aid category, for things like bicycle and pedestrian paths, scenic and historic sites, rehabilitating historic railroad stations, and other transportation facilities. Under SAFETEA-LU, the enhancements program is guaranteed more than $3.2 billion over the 2005-2009 period. 

"It's an important bill," says Jason Stanley, an associate partner at Skidmore, Owings & Merrill's Chicago office. "If the value of the public realm can be raised, that will enhance property values, and it will enhance commercial zones." But Stanley says the impact "depends on which state the work is in." He says the best potential is in states like Minnesota, which have formally adopted "context-sensitive design." 

As with past transportation bills, lawmakers made sure to include pet projects. Washington, D.C., based advocacy group Taxpayers for Common Sense says funding for all projects and earmarks in the law tops $23 billion. Critics deride those projects as pork-barrel politics, but some items may be of interest to architects, such as $3 million for renovations to Denver Union Station, $1 million to build a bicycle and pedestrian trail in California's Contra Costa County, and $9 million for "studies, design, and construction" of New York City's High Line Trail project. 

The AIA was pleased the final bill included a $2 million study, due by September 20, 2007, of how federal transportation spending affects localities' design, health, and safety…

Energy bill may boost efficiency standards
Although the newly enacted energy bill, signed by President Bush on August 8, doesn't provide nearly enough conservation incentives to suit environmental groups, the measure does contain provisions aimed at promoting energy efficiency, including $1.3 billion in conservation and energy-efficiency tax-break incentives. 

Among these incentives is a deduction for commercial buildings that cut annual energy and power consumption by 50 percent compared to American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers standards. For "building subsystems," the deduction would be 60 cents per square foot. Energy-efficient equipment includes interior lighting, heating, cooling, ventilation, hot water, and the building envelope, according to the congressional Joint Tax Committee. The bill also provides tax credits for contractors that build new energy-efficient housing, and for homeowners who install solar power and fuel cells. 

In addition, the energy law requires the Department of Energy to issue energy-efficiency standards for new federal buildings within a year. The legislation states that energy-use levels in new federal facilities must be at least 30 percent less than the ASHRAE standard or International Energy Conservation Code in effect when the building is constructed. It also says "sustainable design principles" should apply to "siting, design, and construction of all new [federal] buildings." 

The AIA applauds new provisions, such as a program to spur commercial use of photovoltaic energy, partly through a $250 million authorization over five years. In addition, the AIA backed a provision calling for the Department of Energy to sign an agreement with the National Institute of Building Sciences to study whether the present voluntary standards and ratings for "high-performance" buildings "are consistent with the current technological state of the art." 

Online at: http://archrecord.construction.com/news/daily/archives/050826energyBill.asp 

Peddling downhill:  A lack of bike trails and concerns about traffic and safety have bicycling ... 

09:21 AM PDT on Thursday, August 18, 2005 

By MIKE SCHWARTZ / The Press-Enterprise (Riverside, CA)

	Biking's decline 

41.4 million: Estimated number of Americans age 7 and older riding six or more times in 2002 

54.6 million: Riders during 1992, the peak participation year 

$5.3billion: Size of U.S. bicycle industry in 2003-04 

$5.8 billion: Size in 2000 Source: National Sporting Goods Association 


Bicycling isn't what it used to be. 

Twenty years ago, countless inland Southern California kids rode their bikes to and from school without a care in the world. 

Sometimes they pedaled miles from home for hours on end without raising parental concerns. Riding alone or with pals, cycling meant adventure and freedom. And a bike -- after the family dog -- was a kid's best friend. 

Today, many children over 6 would rather play video games, ride skateboards or tool around on in-line skates than take a bicycle out for a spin. 

Often parents like Gina Maple of Riverside nix the activity as unsafe, insisting youngsters play indoors or in the yard. 

Gina's son, James, 11, used to ride but wasn't allowed to go anywhere she or her husband, Kevin, couldn't keep an eye on him. "It was the neighborhood ... the fast traffic," she explained. 

Five years ago, everyone in the Maple family including daughter Taryn, 20, had bikes and rode together for exercise. "But we burned out on it," Maple said. "And James grew out of it." 

Today he's more interested in PlayStation and Lego blocks. He prefers getting around on a little wheeled scooter and a miniature motorcycle that he rides up and down the driveway. 

"We were concerned he wasn't getting enough exercise so we also got him into Little League," Gina said. 

Across the neighborhood, Ester and Hector Hernandez stand on the sidewalk as their children Daisy, 9, and Donna, 7, pedal up and down the street. "I watch my kids all the time when they ride," Hector said. "On weekends I ride with them." 

The caution of these parents is warranted. Last week , Carmelo Soto, an 8-year-old Moreno Valley boy, was killed by a hit-and-run driver as he rode his bicycle just 50 yards from his home. Carmelo was riding with friends about 8 p.m. when a vehicle hit him and sped away. 

Local bicycle club organizers and store owners, as well as national biking association and industry experts, say "stranger danger" and risky traffic are just some of reasons there are fewer youngsters on bikes. 

Cycling Age Gap 

Preschoolers still love to ride, but once kids reach elementary school many bicycles begin gathering dust in garages, observed Anthony Zahn, owner of Anthony's Cyclery in Riverside. 

"When I was in high school all my friends had bikes," Zahn said. Most of those teenagers who do ride these days give up the sport by the time they are old enough to drive. Some may pick it up again in college. But often they don't ride again until decades later in middle age -- as a family activity or for aerobic exercise, he said. 

The result is a cyclist age gap, said Chris Wassman, president of the Riverside Bicycle Club. "People who are into it around here are mostly middle-aged -- 40s -- or older. Younger than that we see very few." 

Wassman, 57, explained that for the past six years teenagers and young adults seem interested in "more thrilling, extreme sports" such as snow boarding and motorcycles. 

"We get quite a few riders from 16 to 25 who are into stage and high-speed races, but not so many recreational riders," he said. 

The club's vice president, Max Langeveld, 51, agreed there's little influx of younger cyclists, although in recent weeks he spotted a 9-year-old on a club ride with his dad. 

"But it's amazing how many people 35- to 55-plus are riding long distances," said Langeveld, who enjoys cycling 100 to 200 miles a day. 

Of course, much of this interest among middle-aged folks stems from the "Lance Effect" -- the shot in the arm seven-time Tour de France winner Lance Armstrong has given the sport. 

"Many have rediscovered cycling due to Lance's wins' bringing the sport to a wider market," said Zap Espinoza, spokesman for Trek Bicycle Corp., the Waterloo, Wisconsin-based manufacturer of the very same bike Armstrong rode to glory. "We hear people say again and again that bikes make them feel like a kid again." 

Many Road Hazards 

As far as real kids go, Espinoza said he would never send his daughter out on a bike into the streets the way he rode back in the 1960s. 

"Even when I'm out with other riders, there are run-ins with cars, and other dangers ... and a lack of proper bike lanes and paths," he said. 

In 1970, 67 percent of children walked or biked to school. Today only 13 percent do, said Tim Blumenthal, executive director of the Bikes Belong Coalition, an industry group working to making biking safe, convenient and fun. 

"Kid's bike sales are flat at best," acknowledged Blumenthal. "And most bikes sold in the U.S. happen to be kid's bikes." 

Andy Clarke , executive director of the League of American Bicyclists, said about 50 million American kids still have bikes. 

"So there's no inherent lack of enthusiasm. But we're probably guilty of making it too difficult for them to go out and ride," Clarke said. "It's just not the same adventure it used to be. They can't range as far afield. It's too scary out there." 

Many casual adult riders also are turning away for the same reasons. Overall, new bike sales dropped from 20.9 million in 2000 to 18.3 million in 2004, according to the National Bicycle Dealer's Association. 

Wassman said it's getting harder and harder to find good places to ride in Riverside County. 

"There are so many stop signs, broken bottles, nails and other debris, you can't ride in areas marked as bike lanes," he said. "So you often have to ride out in the street. It's really hazardous." 

A 2002 survey conducted by the U.S. Department of Transportation found that while 80 percent of Americans take at least one walk of five minutes or longer during the summer months, fewer than 30 percent ride a bike. 

Reasons cited included concerns about safety. Most of those surveyed wanted new bicycle facilities such as trails, bicycle lanes and traffic signals. 

What's more, Bell Sports, makers of helmets and other riding accessories, in May released results of a national survey in which three-fourths of 1,062 respondents acknowledged riding less often now than in the past 10 years. 

However, the survey found that 79 percent of respondents would ride more if their key concerns such as hard seats, flat tires, head injuries and lack of safer places to ride -- the biggest complaint -- were resolved. 

Better Facilities on the Way 

Cities across California and the nation are starting to heed these concerns, especially at a time when energy conservation, air pollution, obesity and preventive health are key issues. 

A new $286.5 billion federal transportation bill -- SAFETEA-LU -- that became law Aug. 10 includes $612 million earmarked for a new national Safe Routes to School program in all 50 states over the next five years. 

Communities will use this funding to construct new bike lanes, pathways, crosswalks and sidewalks. The money also will help launch Safe Routes education and promotion campaigns in elementary and middle schools, said Blumenthal of the Bikes Belong Coalition. 

To ensure that Safe Routes funding is put to best use, the coalition provided initial funding for The Safe Routes to School National Partnership, a collaboration of bicycling and walking groups, as well as health advocates, schools and conservation organizations. 

Blumenthal said the program will address the alarming trend toward child obesity and inactivity, while also reducing traffic congestion and air pollution. 

The big project long-underway in the Inland Empire is the Santa Ana River Trail, which -- when completed -- will provide a safe and continuous link from the Pacific Ocean to the San Bernardino National Forest. 

It will include 75 miles of bicycle, equestrian and hiking trails plus 65 more miles of alternative mountain-bike and unpaved multi-use trails. 

"Parts of it already are functional," said Pete Staylor, trails coordinator for the Riverside Bicycle Club. "By 2009, San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange counties should be connected." 

Wassman said the Riverside Bicycle Club membership has dropped from more than 600 in the 1980s to nearly 200 today. 

"But it's cyclical. Once the trail opens, we'll see a lot more riders come out," he said. 

Online at: http://www.pe.com/lifestyles/trends/stories/PE_Fea_Daily_D_bike0818.1a8af562.html
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