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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External Communications

This week’s scan of 27 stakeholder websites focused on associations of governments. Listed below are the organizations that have recent content related to SAFETEA-LU and its environmental and planning provisions. 
Following the list are four articles located through our database searches covering the month of August.

American Public Transportation Association

www.apta.com
Article entitled ‘SAFETEA-LU: Transit Wins Big’ with links to media coverage.  Focuses on the transit provisions of the bill with little mention of environmental streamlining or other non-transit provisions.

American Public Works Association

http://www.apwa.net/Advocacy/AdvocacyNews/index.asp?HotID=826&HotLocator=GOV 
Website announcement ‘applauds enactment of the long-overdue legislation’ and offers links to past advocacy efforts.  Website also advertises a “SAFETEA-LU: New + Changes = Better Transportation Results” audio/web broadcast on Oct 6, 2005, featuring Cindy Burbank, Susan Binder, and King Gee of FHWA.
Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations

http://www.ampo.org/mpo_issues/safety/SAFETEA-LU.html
Website offers link to full text of the bill, as well as two FHWA summaries. 
National Association of Counties

http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=Publications&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=17260
Article entitled ‘Highway-transit bill passes; increases spending by 38 percent’ by Robert J. Fogel, senior legislative director discusses the transit, planning, and environmental impacts on county government.
National Association of Development Organizations

http://www.nado.org/legaffair/transnew.html#signs
Website offers link to full text of the bill, in addition to two FHWA summaries and several NADO fact sheets.

National Association of Towns and Townships

http://www.natat.org/
The Aug/Sept. ‘Washington Report’ contains a summary of the bill with relation to rural transportation issues.  The group’s ‘AMERICA'S TOWN MEETING’ conference will be held in Washington, DC September 7 - 9, 2005.
National League of Cities

http://www.nlc.org/Newsroom/nation_s_cities_weekly/weekly_ncw/2005/08/08/6015.cfm
Article entitled ‘Congress Passes Transportation Legislation’ by David Parkhurst highlights the NLC endorsed provisions in the bill.

U.S. Conference of Mayors

http://www.usmayors.org/uscm/us_mayor_newspaper/documents/08_08_05/ONeilltransport.asp
Press release entitled ‘O’Neill Applauds Passage of $286.4 Billion Transportation Bill’ summarizes the features of SAFETEA-LU of greatest interest to the organization, including funding for CMAQ and MPO planning.

SAFETEA-LU Has Policy Changes, Too

Tom Ichniowski

Engineering News-Record, v255, p17

Monday, August 15, 2005

The new SAFETEA-LU bill was mostly about money--$295 billion authorized, counting 1994 funding--and how states sliced up that enormous pie. But the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users also contains provisions that industry officials say will alter transportation policy for the better, particularly in expediting projects, widening financing options and enhancing safety.

SAFETEA-LU's predecessor, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, aimed to "streamline" projects' environmental reviews. But construction groups say that law did not achieve their desired goals. SAFETEA-LU goes further. It designates the Dept. of Transportation as lead federal agency for environmental reviews of road, transit or multimodal projects and lets DOT require agencies to do reviews concurrently, as much as possible. It permits DOT to set schedules for finishing reviews and requires suits challenging projects' permits to be filed in 180 days. 

SAFETEA-LU "provides the teeth that the TEA-21 streamlining provisions were lacking," says American Road & Transportation Builders Association Senior Vice President David Bauer. He says SAFETEA-LU also allows a 12-month "grace period" for localities to prove their transportation programs conform with Clean Air Act requirements "before the hammer of federal highway sanctions are imposed."

Industry likes the financing provisions. A new $15-billion private-activity bond program for highway and intermodal projects is "an interesting trial project, essentially," says Laurence Bory, HDR vice president for federal government relations. The measure also broadens the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act by cutting the minimum size of projects eligible for TIFIA loans and other non-grant aid to $50 million, from $100 million. The bill expands tolling options, including a pilot program for tolls on three new Interstate projects. Another pilot program lets states toll certain roads, bridges, tunnels and high-occupancy vehicle lanes.

Moreover, as the bill's title suggests, lawmakers "did show a commitment to safety," says Gregory Cohen, president of the American Highway Users Alliance. Brian Deery, senior director of the Associated General Contractors' highway and transportation division, singles out work zone safety provisions. He says SAFETEA-LU allows funding to pay for concrete barriers and increased law enforcement in such zones. There also are federal grants for training to prevent work zone fatalities and injuries. 

SAFETEA-LU, Deery notes, makes retrofitting off-road construction equipment with cleaner diesel engines eligible for federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funds, if equipment is used on projects in Clean Air Act "non-attainment" areas.

Streamlining, Finance And Safety Highlights

· DOT named lead agency for environmental reviews. Requires concurrent reviews and schedules for studies' completion. 180-day deadline for filing lawsuits.

· $15-billion in private activity bonds for transportation projects.

· Expand eligibility for TIFIA aid.

· Pilot toll program for three Interstate construction projects.

· Work zone safety barriers eligible for funding.

· Diesel engine retrofit costs eligible for CMAQ program aid.

· 12-month grace period for transportation conformity determinations.
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Industry, advocates deserve thanks for billions of dollars for bikes.(guest editorial)

Blumenthal, Tim

Bicycle Retailer and Industry News, v14, n14, p50

Monday, August 15, 2005

The new federal transportation law is arguably the best thing to happen to bicycling in America since Lance Armstrong bounced through a hay field en route to victory in the Tour de France.

Approved by Congress on July 29, the law could lead to $3 billion or more of new spending on bike paths, trails and programs over the next five years. Every state and virtually every city should benefit--big time.

Even the acronym for the bill is a mouthful: SAFETEA-LU. The dollar figure is staggering: $286.5 billion through September 2009, or roughly a thousand bucks for every American man, woman and child.

The text of the bill is more than 1,500 pages. Only a handful of policy super nerds will read it all. But what it means to bicycling and our industry is pretty straightforward.

SAFETEA-LU is at least $1 billion better for bicycling than the last bill that passed in 1998. In a time when the federal budget is severely strained and most programs have been cut or fiat-funded, our gain is especially significant.

Back in the late 1990s, the newly formed Bikes Belong Coalition decided to do everything possible to maximize bike funding in this bill. 

For the last five years, this has been our organization's No. 1 goal. 

Through Bikes Belong membership dues, suppliers and retailers contributed close to $2 million.

We paid for the operational and lobbying costs incurred by America Bikes, an unprecedented, effective coalition of eight national non-profit organizations. (These groups deserve all of our thanks for their great work.)

We spent another million on a grass roots grants program designed to garner support for bicycling from members of Congress once they saw the benefits of new bike facilities in their home districts.

Our industry banded together as never before, stayed focused, and won!

Unfortunately, armored federal treasury trucks aren't likely to show up at the offices of bicycle advocacy groups to unload huge bundles of $20 bills. Most of the money goes to state departments of transportation. Cities, towns and bike groups have to apply to get it.

The procedures for securing SAFETEA-LU money are now just beginning to be determined. The member groups of America Bikes will follow this closely and will provide advice as soon as possible.

Bicycling is a solution. Bikes Belong will keep promoting this message. We'll take it to new audiences such as the healthcare community and other federal programs like the Centers for Disease Control and Housing & Urban Development.

We'll help make sure the money gets spent on bicycling. In about 18 months, we'll rally again to assure that the next federal transportation bill—the one that's due in 2009--is even more bike friendly.

But today, it's time to pause and thank the bike industry, cycling advocates and individual riders for your vision, hard work and crucial support in engineering this landmark legislation.

You have contributed to one of the best developments in the long and storied history of bicycling in America. A new era for our sport has begun.

Tim Blumenthal is the executive director of Bikes Belong.
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Transportation bill includes $3 billion for bikes.

Tompkins, Megan

Bicycle Retailer and Industry News, v14, n14, p1

Monday, August 15, 2005

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- It came two years late, but not a dollar short.

The U.S. House and Senate last month passed the long-awaited federal transportation bill, with more than $3 billion dollars earmarked for bicycle and pedestrian projects.

President Bush was expected to sign the bill, which passed both houses by an overwhelming majority. The bill authorizes total spending of $286.5 billion over the next five years.

"This is the end of what has been an eight-year process," said Tim Blumenthal, executive director of Bikes Belong. "This is the conclusion of the reason Bikes Belong was formed, which was to maximize the amount of bike money in the bill."

The legislation, dubbed SAFETEALU, comes nearly two years and 12 extensions after the previous act, TEA-21 expired. It increases overall funding by more than 30 percent from $218 billion in the previous bill.

For many industry advocates, it is the culmination of four years of hard work.

"When the industry works together through America Bikes and Bikes Belong and gets involved in supporting our friends in Congress, good things happen," said Gary Sjoquist, director of advocacy for Quality Bicycle Products and Bikes Belong.

Found Money. The particulars are not yet all known, as the bill is a massive 1,700 pages. However, in addition to extensions of programs that have brought cycling money in the past, the bill includes more than $1 billion of new money for bicycling and pedestrian paths, trails and projects. 

Here are a few highlights:

* Key programs in the last transportation bill, Transportation Enhancements and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality, have been expanded. Combined they could contribute close to $1 billion for new bike paths, lanes and safe crossings.

"In the last five or six years, about $400 million a year has been spent on bike projects, and almost all of that has been from TE and CMAQ," Blumenthal said. "Each of those will go up between $75 and $100 million a year a piece."

* A new national Safe Routes to School program dedicates $612 million over five years to help communities create safe ways for kids to pedal and walk to school.

"If you had predicted two to three years ago that we would have a completely new program on any topic, I would have said it was unlikely," said Andy Clarke, executive director of the League of American Bicyclists. "This clearly is a big victory."

Rep. James Oberstar (D-MN) introduced and championed the program in the House bill. The Senate bill included a less generously funded program. 

"We managed to close the gap between the House and Senate bills and ended up with very robust funding and policy language" Clarke said.

* An average of $70 million per year is authorized for the Recreational Trails Program, which pays for the construction and repair of trails in local communities. Funding for the program will grow to $370 million over five years, $100 million more than the previous transportation bill passed in 1998.

"We're pumped that funding for the recreational trails program will increase. This federal grant program is extremely important to mountain biking's future," said Mike Van Abel, IMBA's executive director.

* $100 million is designated for Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Programs in four states. The projects are designed to develop model bicycle and pedestrian friendly cities in Columbia, Missouri; Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Martin County, California, and Minneapolis.

The inclusion of this new program came as a pleasant surprise. "It was something that we really didn't lobby or work hard for. I'm really pleased about Minneapolis being one of the four communities chosen," Quality Bicycle Product's Sjoquist said. QBP is headquartered in nearby Bloomington.

* The bill also includes guaranteed funding for high-priority bicycling projects requested by individual members of congress for their communities. Because they're specifically written into the bill, they're likely to get done quickly.

America Bikes organizations are still determining the total amount of these projects. Keith Laughlin, president of Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, said the amount would be equivalent to what was in the preliminary bill last year. 

"Last year, the analysis was about $700 million, I would assume that the number will be close to that," Laughlin said.

"People were surprised that in the first version there were $700 million worth of projects. Members of Congress are realizing they have a lot of political value. Their constituents want them, they are lower in cost than huge highway projects, and they can get them done quicker," he added.

Ongoing Battles. Despite the many victories, cycling advocates didn't get everything they had hoped for.

Two items on the America Bikes agenda, Complete Streets and Fair Share for Safety, did not make it into the final bill. Complete Streets language would have required states to accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians on new streets and a Fair Share for Safety provision would have allocated safety funding in proportion to the percentage of bicycle and pedestrian fatalities.

"Those two items become the first two items on the list for the next legislation. Because of how close we got to both provisions passing this time, it sets us up very well for those passing next time," Clarke said.
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Federal Legislation Will Help Fund, Streamline Vital California Transportation Projects.

Business Wire, pNA

August 1, 2005

TEXT:

 SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- The California State Association of Counties and League of California Cities Released the Following Statement in Response to Congress Passing The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).

       California county and city officials are hailing Congress' passage of SAFETEA-LU, which will put urgently needed transportation projects into the fast lane. President George W. Bush is expected to sign the legislation immediately.

       As the final part of SAFETEA-LU, which provides $286 billion in federal transportation funding, a new pilot project allows five states -- including California -- to take over the environmental review process previously administered by the federal Department of Transportation, reducing red tape, expenses and duplicative procedures for high-priority transportation projects. The pilot project will last for six years after

the bill is enacted.

       Delegating environmental review power to states means that they will be better able to ensure that critical transportation safety, capacity and infrastructure concerns are met. Moreover, environmental protection will be maintained -- and even enhanced -- under a local, centralized and efficient system.

       Pat Eklund, League of California Cities President and City of Novato Council Member, said, "This important legislation is now in place, and Proposition 42 (California's transportation funding initiative) is fully funded for the first time since it was adopted in 2002. These essential pieces of the puzzle are finally coming together to address California's critical transportation needs."

       Greg Cox, CSAC President and San Diego County Supervisor, credits collaboration as the key to the success of SAFETEA-LU.

       "CSAC, the League and the State of California all worked in tandem to get the job done," he said. "We also had major help from Senator Barbara Boxer and Representative Gary Miller, whose commitments to secure other legislators' support made the difference."
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