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From:
Frederick (G.) Bud Wright

Executive Director
To:
Associate Administrators

Division Administrators


Directors of Field Services


Resource Center Managers


Through:
Susan J. Binder


Director, Office of Legislation and 


  Strategic Planning
As of Friday May 9, the drafting of the Administration’s reauthorization proposal is complete and we eagerly await final OMB signoff so that we can offer it to the Congress.  As we discussed at the Spring Business Meeting last month, we have arrived at the end of but one phase of legislative development.  With it, we begin the phase during which we articulate the proposal while Congress works to develop bills that will result in timely passage of a reauthorization vehicle.

First, we want to express our appreciation to each of you for the work that has gone into its development and for keeping the details of the Administration’s reauthorization proposal within the FHWA Family.  

Secondly, I want to share with you the Secretary’s plans to roll out the bill, now to be known as SAFETEA (now with two “E’s”): the “Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2003” during this National Transportation Week.  We are currently preparing for a hearing that is scheduled for Thursday, May 15 before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  Another hearing is scheduled for May 20th where the Administrator will testify on the proposal in more detail before the same committee.  Hearings are being scheduled by Senate Committees for the beginning of June.  USDOT briefings for the media and stakeholders have not yet been announced but have been scheduled for Wednesday, May 14.  

Attached you will find electronic copies of the bill, the sectional analysis, and the updated set of FHWA fact sheets so that you can begin to digest it in its entirety.  However, you must consider it embargoed until it becomes public on Wednesday.  Please keep this for your use and do not distribute it in this form.  
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At 11:00 am on May 14, simultaneously with the media briefing, we will shift our Internet website to coverage of SAFETEA, where we will post the proposed bill itself in downloadable form.  Other public materials such as the section-by-section analysis, DOT press release, testimony, and various other materials such as fact sheets, authorization tables, and apportionment summaries, will be made available through this medium.  

The pressure to enact TEA-21 reauthorization coupled with the unveiling of the Administration’s bill creates an increased demand for USDOT presenters.  We are anxious to share as much information with you as we can as soon as we can so that you will be in a position to present and explain SAFETEA to various audiences.  We will place on a comparable Staffnet reauthorization site for FHWA staff use supplementary materials as they become available such as Q’s and A’s that have been developed to help prepare for hearings, speeches and PowerPoint presentations.  In addition to these written materials, we have scheduled two videoconferences for the field and a briefing in Headquarters for next week so that we have the opportunity to discuss the bill and its contents.  These briefings will be held on May 20-21; a specific announcement on these briefings will be forthcoming.  This is another reason we are providing you advance material so that you can take full advantage of these videoconferences based on your close review of today’s materials.  

It is essential that we all pull together to deliver a consistent message to our partners and stakeholders during this rollout period.  In order to continue our fine relationship of trust with our colleagues in both the Office of the Secretary and the various modes, I have asked Chip Nottingham to coordinate advising the Secretary’s staff of FHWA’s reauthorization speaking invitations.  This will also help me in determining how to respond to the many speaking requests that come into my office, since it has become apparent that there is great potential for duplication at various levels on stakeholder programs.  

To that end, please forward by email any current and anticipated reauthorization speaking requests to John Haifley, Intergovernmental Affairs specialist in HPLS, the Office of Policy.  Prior to accepting any future invitations, please make him aware of the event as well.  Further, please forward any presentation materials such as PowerPoint’s or handouts so that we can post them and share them with others by way of Staffnet.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact him by email or at 202-366-4218.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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