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U.S. Transportation Secretary Mineta Selects 

Chittenden Circumferential Highway in Vermont 

For Accelerated Environmental Review

U.S. Transportation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta today announced that the Chittenden Circumferential Highway in Vermont would receive accelerated environmental review under President Bush’s Sept. 18 executive order on environmental stewardship.

“By expediting environmental reviews for the Chittenden Circumferential Highway, we can help the region benefit more quickly from all that additional transportation infrastructure can bring,” Secretary Mineta said. “President Bush asked his cabinet to help states cut through federal bureaucratic inertia to help them complete sound transportation projects more quickly and at less cost.  This important initiative will help us do just that.”


Secretary Mineta added, “We will not, however, sacrifice environmental standards in this effort.”

U.S. Sen. James Jeffords said, “When Senator Leahy and I wrote to the administration last month, we urged the federal agencies to work together on the Circ.  If designation by the Secretary can resolve the many questions surrounding the project sooner and in a balanced way, then it is a positive step for Vermont.”

Today’s announcement represents the first in an ongoing series of important transportation infrastructure projects chosen for accelerated environmental review.  These projects illustrate for potential state and local applicants the kind of projects that would benefit from this initiative.  The Department will build on this initial list of projects by reviewing the numerous nominations it is receiving from governors and local officials, and announcing on a regular basis those projects selected by the President’s task force on environmental stewardship.

The U.S. Department of Transportation has included the Vermont project as one of seven transportation projects around the country that were designated for accelerated environmental review under the President’s executive order.  The order called for a Cabinet-level task force to ensure that projects are not held up unnecessarily by inefficient review procedures.

In addition to the Chittenden Circumferential Highway, the projects on the Department’s initial list include an airport and five other surface transportation projects.  They include the Philadelphia International Airport; Interstate 93 in New Hampshire; the Community and Environmental Transportation Acceptability Process in Riverside County, CA; Louisville-Southern Indiana Ohio River Bridges project; segments of I-69 in Texas; and the St. Croix River Crossing in Stillwater, MN.

Secretary Mineta said that projects on the priority list would be required to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act and all other environmental statutes. The list announced today will form the basis of a larger priority project list, the latter to be based on recommendations by governors, with input from metropolitan planning organizations and airport authorities.  

Additional information about implementation of the President’s executive order, Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure Project Reviews, is on the Internet at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/stewardshipeo.
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