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This is the first edition of a newsletter intended to serve as a forum for you to share new ideas and burning questions on the topic of secondary and cumulative land use impacts.  Inspired by the series of workshops held this month in Albany, NY; Hartford, CT; and Boston, MA (which were generously sponsored by the Federal Highway Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency), we hope this newsletter will be an informal yet useful means for each of us to learn from one another.

Important Disclaimer!  All quotations and opinions are those of individuals submitting materials and do not necessarily represent  the views of the editors, Parsons Brinckerhoff, or anyone easily offended by land use transportation discussions. 

Interesting Projects

An individual with the New York DOT sent us an Indirect/Secondary and Cumulative Impacts analysis that they conducted as part of an FEIS that was recently submitted to the FHWA for approval.  The project is the 28-mile extension of US Route 219, a new Expressway on a new alignment in Western New York State.  The corridor is predominantly rural in character with small towns and villages and will have seven interchanges.  Having little experience with this type of analysis they “did the best [they] could.”  Your opinion (good, bad, or indifferent) would be appreciated.  If you would like to receive a copy of the analysis and offer comments, please email still@pbworld.com.

Safety, Agriculture, Villages and Environment (S.A.V.E.), Inc. has been working to evaluate and devise solutions to the “traditional DOT thinking being promulgated for the Route 41 Corridor in southern Chester County and eastern Lancaster County in Pennsylvania.  This is a 20-mile stretch of two-lane rural highway which PennDOT desires to widen into four lanes and build bypasses around two small historic towns.  The project has certainly raised the issues of induced traffic, induced development and growth, loss of open space, aglands, historic resources, air quality, and water quality.”  For more information, please access their website www.save41.org/ , or contact Dee Durham, Executive Director for S.A.V.E at save@kennett.net .

The Southeastern Regional Planning & Economic Development Agency (SRPEDD) sends information about the extension of commuter rail to Fall River and New Bedford.  This project includes a requirement that the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) establish a Growth Task Force as part of the project planning.  They have information on our website http://www.srpedd.org/nbfrcretf.html
This from the Vermont Forum on Sprawl:  An analysis of a recent draft Environmental Assessment on the Chittenden County Circumferential Highway.  The analysis, carried out by the Vermont Forum on Sprawl on behalf of the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative, argues that the EA did not adequately assess the secondary land use impacts.  If you would like to receive a copy of the analysis, please email still@pbworld.com .

More on the Chittenden County Circumferential Highway:  Here’s a link to a website that contains The Chittenden County Land Use - Transportation Decision Support System (DSS), a collaborative effort between the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) and the Chittenden County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO).  This joint project will provide local citizens and policy makers with tools to examine the relationships between land use and transportation.  Check it out at: http://www.ccmpo.org/planning/dss/
Tools & Information

The FHWA has forwarded to us a useful document that we would be happy to forward to you.  Interim Guidance: Questions and Answers Regarding Indirect and Cumulative Impact Considerations in the NEPA Process, provides a review of existing NEPA requirements.  References to indirect impact and cumulative impact guidance, State DOT procedures, and training opportunities are also provided.  Please email still@pbworld.com for a copy.

CommunityViz, a suite of planning software products that work together with ArcView GIS 
has been used to develop a wide range of project-specific impact measures.  One interesting example that included transportation issues is from Tacoma, Washington and is covered on the CommunityViz website:
www.communityviz.com/casestudies/article.asp?id=265&cid=188  More information can be found on their website.  Also check out: GeoWorld Magazine at
www.geoplace.com/gw/2002/0210/0210qt.asp.
Questions?  Contact Peter Young CommunityViz Professional Services Group pyoung@comunityviz.com
Questions For You

Someone who wishes to remain anonymous (you don’t even get to know what region!) submited the following:  We have a project where we would like to buy enough ROW for a future 5-lane section but only build a three-lane section for the short term (next twenty-five years).  Do secondary and cumulative impacts need to be analyzed for a five-lane project or just the three we know we are building?  Based on future traffic volume modeling, we know that at some point in the future (after 30 years) there will probably be a need for 5-lanes.   Land prices obviously always increase and buying the property now would save millions of dollars in the future (as well as lessen impacts to existing homes).  The Town shows no interest in controlling development in this corridor allowing homes to be built as we speak right up to the existing right-of-way. limits.  What do you think?  If you have some comments you’d like passed along to our Mystery Questioner, please email still@pbworld.com , we’ll pass it along.


Here’s another question, this one regarding the Rhode Island DOT South County rail project, which will extend MBTA commuter rail service south from its current terminus in Providence to Warwick (TF Green Airport) and Wickford Junction in North Kingstown.  “We are looking for information on how one models the rate of residential growth resulting from increased accessibility to a community (key to this is the relatively low residential prices compared to the Boston residential market, the quality of life in the ‘South County’ area of RI, and the availability of land for development).  Also, how do you give towns the tools to control this growth?”  Any ideas?  please email still@pbworld.com .

More Links

Here are some Rhode Island links that might be of interest:

http://www.planning.state.ri.us/landuse/pdf/Guide.pdf
http://www.planning.state.ri.us/gpc/default.htm
http://www.growsmartri.com/pdfs/costs_of_sprawl.pdf
http://www.provplan.org/html/info/maps.html
http://www.state.ri.us/DEM/maps/index.htm
Send us your comments!

This edition of the Methods for Evaluating Secondary and Cumulative Land Use Impacts newsletter has been brought to you by Katherine Still and Sam Seskin of Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.  If you have any comments, questions, or suggestions for the next issue, please submit them to Katherine at still@pbworld.com .  Also, please feel free to pass this small publication along to anyone you think would be interested.  And if you’ve received the newsletter in this manner and would like to receive your very own copy when the next one comes out, just send an email to Katherine; she’ll put you on the list.
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Important Disclaimer!  All quotations and opinions are those of individuals submitting materials and do not necessarily represent  the views of the editors, Parsons Brinckerhoff, or anyone easily offended by land use transportation discussions (we thought we should tell you twice).
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