  








     Refer to:  HEPE

Dear Chairman, Metropolitan Planning Organization:

President Bush issued Executive Order 13274 on September 18, 2002, to enhance environmental stewardship and streamline environmental review of transportation infrastructure projects.  The Executive Order establishes an interagency Transportation Infrastructure Streamlining Task Force (Task Force), which Secretary Mineta will chair, to promote common sense streamlining and responsible environmental stewardship of transportation projects.  Toward this end, the Department of Transportation (DOT) will develop a list of priority projects for the Task Force to tackle immediately.  

In addition, we are inviting you to work with us, your governor’s office, state Department of Transportation, and major transit agencies to nominate projects for our consideration.  Enclosed please find a copy of the letter directed to the Governor of your State.  Each nominated project will be included in a Project Review Register, from which the list of priority projects chosen for expedited review will be selected.  Priority projects will be selected from among those projects that are of national or regional importance, have a high level of support among State and local elected officials, and are being unduly delayed due to slow Federal agency review or coordination.

Nomination forms can be submitted electronically by downloading the form from the Transportation Policy Website, http://ostpxweb.dot.gov/, and emailing a completed nomination form to ProjectStreamlining@ost.dot.gov.  They can also be submitted in writing by fax to 

202-366-7618 or by mail to the office of Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20590.  Nominations will be accepted through November 12, 2002.  The Secretary will announce additional priority projects selected from nominations in December.  As expedited reviews are completed, projects from the Project Review Register will be added to the priority projects list.

The Department is currently soliciting suggestions for additional criteria to be used in selecting projects.  To facilitate the receipt and review of suggestions, a workshop is being held in Washington, DC at DOT Headquarters on November 1, 2002.  Workshop participants will 
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discuss “best practices” in environmental stewardship and review recommendations received for project selection criteria.  We have invited key national transportation and environmental organizations to participate in the workshop.  

If we can provide further information or assistance, please feel free to call one of us.

Sincerely, 







Original signed on

                                                                        October 17, 2002

Mary E. Peters




Jennifer L. Dorn

Administrator




Administrator

Federal Highway Administration

Federal Transit Administration

Enclosure

