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Purpose:

To transmit guidance to FHWA Divisions on NEPA approvals that require prior     

 concurrence from HQ.

Background:

In October of 1996, FHWA Administrator Rodney Slater announced new operating procedures that delegated to FHWA field offices the responsibility and accountability for managing the NEPA process to assure high quality documents and project decisions. The revised delegations still provided for Headquarters prior concurrence for projects that are highly controversial or involve issues of national policy or program significance.

During July of 2000 FHWA’s Office of NEPA Facilitation distributed for your review and comment a draft guidance package on Headquarters prior concurrence for NEPA approvals. 

Attached is the final guidance for prior concurrence.  The guidance has been revised to respond to a number of specific suggestions received from field offices. Overall, this version of the guidance remains consistent with the earlier draft in treating prior concurrence as an opportunity for the Divisions, Headquarters, and Resource Centers to partner with each other for addressing our environmental responsibilities.

A number of reviewers requested guidance on how, or whether, prior concurrence differs from the review of an environmental document for legal sufficiency. We have included a Question and Answer (#15) to address this issue.
This guidance was coordinated with the Office of Chief Counsel. For easy reference, it will be included on the Environmental Guidebook web site.

cc. Directors of Field Service

     Resource Center Directors

     Federal Lands Highway Program Manager

     Charlotte Adams, FTA

     Ed Kussy, HCC

     HEP Office Directors

     Linda Lawson, OST
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