Improving the Quality of Environmental Documents 

Name:______________________________________________________________

State/Company:______________________________________________________

Phone/Fax:___________________________________________________________

1. What is your involvement with the State / Federal NEPA process and the preparation of environmental documents, primarily environmental assessments (EAs) and environmental impact statements (EISs)? Please check all that apply:

Project manager ___ Analyst ___ Writer/Editor ___ Reviewer ___ Other ___

If you checked other, please briefly explain:

2. In your opinion, what are the key elements that make a quality environmental document (circle all that apply):

a. Clear, cohesive writing from beginning to end

b. Synthesis and conveyance of objective information

c. Analysis that is relevant to decision

d. Graphics that depict project/proposal and issues of concern

e. Tables and figures to illustrate comparisons and cross-reference features

f. Other ___________________________

3. From your perspective and in your professional opinion, is there currently a problem with the overall quality of environmental documents for transportation projects? 

 

_____YES   ______NO.  If yes, please explain why?

4. Rate each of the following aspects/elements of environmental documentation as to where you believe the most improvement is needed. Use a scale starting with 1 (most improvement needed) to 5 (no improvement needed).  Provide any additional comments you think are important or relevant.

a. Purpose and need statements                                1       2          3         4         5 

b. Alternative analysis                                              1       2          3         4         5

c. Affected environment                                           1       2          3         4         5

d. Environmental consequences                               1       2          3         4         5

e. Indirect and cumulative impacts                           1       2          3         4         5

f. Section 4(f) evaluations                                        1       2          3         4         5

g. 404 evaluations and 

documentation                                                      1       2          3         4         5  

h. Section 7 (ESA)


                        1       2          3         4         5

i. Section 106                                                           1       2          3         4         5

j. Document formats (CEQ or FHWA format 

                  requirements limit ability to create 

                  better documents)                                                 1       2          3         4         5

k. Document size (EAs and/or EIS documents 

are too voluminous)                                        1       2          3         4         5  

l. Overall writing, technical editing                        1       2          3         4         5  

m. Other ________________                                   1       2          3         4         5  

Additional Comments related to the preparation of quality environmental documents:

5. Please list any recommendations you have for improving the quality of environmental review documents?

6. Is your state DOT or consulting firm implementing or involved in any initiatives to improve the quality of environmental documents or the documentation process?

Yes____  No___  Please describe them:

