Resources for Linking Planning and Environment

April 12, 2006

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Efficiency Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) includes several provisions intended to enhance the consideration of environmental issues and impacts within the transportation planning process. The following is a list of resources that transportation planning and environment professionals might find helpful in learning more in this area.

Resources on Legislation, Guidance, and Executive Orders

Guidance and Interim Guidance on SAFETEA-LU Planning and Environment Provisions:

· Interim Guidance for Implementing Key SAFETEA-LU Provisions in Planning, Environment, and Air Quality for FHWA and joint FHWA/FTA Authorities (September 2, 2005). http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/legreg.htm
· FHWA/FTA Clarifying Guidance on Implementation of SAFETEA-LU Planning Provisions (December 8, 2005). http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/planningtransition.htm
· Program Guidance on Linking the Transportation Planning and NEPA Processes (February 23, 2005). http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/plannepa.htm
Executive Order 13274: Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure Project Reviews, Interagency Work Group Baseline Reports (March 15, 2005): Contains an overview of the EO 13274 Interagency Work Groups and baseline reports (Project Purpose and Need, Indirect and Cumulative Impacts, and Integrated Planning). http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/stewardshipeo/workgroups.htm
Context Sensitive Solutions in the Transportation Planning Process (February 2006): Contains a set of frequently asked questions and answers that address how CSS can be better incorporated into the transportation planning process. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/csstp/cssqa.htm
Training Resources

Linking Planning and NEPA Workshops: Two part series of facilitated workshops focused on identifying the current process for performing planning and NEPA studies in support of project-level decisions, and developing strategies for achieving greater integration in this work.

http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/coursedesc.asp?coursenum=1153
Strategic Conservation Planning Using the Green Infrastructure Approach: Cooperatively offered by The Conservation Fund and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, this introductory course on green infrastructure theory and practice is designed to provide participants with “why” and “how to” information on planning, designing, and implementing interconnected green space systems in conjunction with existing grey infrastructure. http://www.conservationfund.org/?article=2487
Use of GIS within Environmental Streamlining and Stewardship (GIS4EST): Tailored to audience requirements (topics and length), this 1.5 to 2-day workshop provides a general overview of spatial data technologies and how these can be used to enhance environmental decision-making. For more info: Contact Aung Gye, aung.gye@fhwa.dot.gov, or Ben Williams, ben.williams@fhwa.dot.gov.

FHWA/NatureServe/Defenders of Wildlife Conservation and Transportation Planning Workshops: The workshops will introduce data, methods and systems that can be collaboratively utilized among transportation, resource and regulatory agencies. Three workshops will be held in 2006. For more information contact Aung Gye, aung.gye@fhwa.dot.gov
Documents and Other Resources 

Eco-Logical: An Ecosystem Approach to Developing Infrastructure Projects (2006): Eco-Logical encourages Federal, State, tribal, and local partners involved in infrastructure planning, design, review, and construction to use flexibility in regulatory processes. The report lays conceptual groundwork for integrating plans across agency boundaries, and endorses ecosystem-based mitigation.

http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecological/eco_index.asp
State Wildlife Action Plans: Each State recently completed a comprehensive wildlife conservation strategy, also known as wildlife action plan, which are valuable resources for planners wishing to consider habitat and conservation issues more systematically within the context of the transportation planning process. 

· More information on the plans can be found at: http://www.teaming.com. 

· A review of state wildlife action plans conducted by Defenders of Wildlife, Conservation Across the Landscape: A Review of the State Wildlife Action Plans can be found at: http://www.defenders.org/statewildlifeplans/report.pdf.

NCHRP Activities and Reports on Environmental and Transportation Planning Decision-making: NCHRP has several reports on the subject of considering environmental factors in the planning process.

· NCHRP 8-36 (48): Improved Linkage Between Transportation Systems Planning and NEPA (January 2006): http://planning.transportation.org/?siteid=30&pageid=1399
· NCHRP 541: Consideration of Environmental Factors in Transportation Planning (2005): http://trb.org/publications/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_541.pdf
· NCHRP 25-22: Technologies to Improve the Environmental Decision-making Process (September 2000): http://trb.org/publications/nchrp/cd-14/
· NCHRP 25-25: Linking Environmental Resource and Transportation Planning – Current State of the Practice. Upcoming project, will include a synthesis of ongoing coordination activities between planning and environmental agencies, and will identify next steps for further integration. Contact: Gary McVoy, Chair, 25-25 Committee, gmcvoy@dot.state.ny.us.

Exemplary Ecosystems Initiative: This website contains examples of how exemplary ecosystem initiatives in eight States are reducing habitat fragmentation and barriers to animal movement, encouraging the development of more sustainable mitigation sites, stimulating early ecosystem planning, and fostering ecosystem-based research. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/ecosystems/
White House Conference on Cooperative Conservation (August 2005): Conference convened by the Council on Environmental Quality to advance the spirit and objectives of the Executive Order on the Facilitation of Cooperative Conservation. The conference website contains many useful documents and references: http://cooperativeconservation.gov/index.html
USGS Geospatial Programs: USGS geospatial data resource website, which includes the Geo-Spatial One-Stop, a spatial data clearinghouse: http://www.usgs.gov/ngpo/
Comments or suggestions? 

Please contact Michael Culp, FHWA Office of Project Development and Environmental Review, (202) 366-9229, michael.culp@dot.gov
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