Migratory Bird Survey Guidance

· Basic procedures:

· Schedule a day for your survey before the project start date

· Arrive at the starting point in time to start your first count 30 minutes before sunrise

· Drive ¼ mile between counts by the odometer in your car

· If it is unsafe to stop at the ¼ mile mark, stop as soon as possible

· Continue until end of project

· On each roadside count complete the following on each side of the road at each stop:

· Record how many of each individual species you see or hear within 10 minutes on each side of the road

· If you are interrupted or if traffic noise makes listening impossible add an equivalent amount of time to the 10 minutes

· Do not count any birds heard or seen more than ¼ mile away

· Record the habitat on each side of the road using habitat codes

· Use one of the data sheets to record observations (use breeding codes, if PO or PR return to the site in one week)

Habitat Codes:

· W-Wetlands

· G-Grasslands

· B-Brushlands

· T-Trees

· H-Buildings

· O-Other (describe)

Codes for the Indicators of Nesting Birds:

· Possible – PO

· Birds seen in nesting habitat or singing males present during breeding season

· Probable – PR

· S-Singing male present on more than one day in the same place

· P-Pair observed in suitable habitat in breeding season

· T-Bird or pair holding nesting territory

· D-Courtship & display, agitated behavior

· Probable – PR (cont.)

· N-Adult birds visiting probable nest site

· B-Nest building or excavation of a nest hole

· Confirmed – CO

· DD-Distraction display or injury feigning, defensive aggression

· UN-Used nest found

· FL-Recently fledged young

· ON-Adult entering or leaving nest site

· FY-Adult with food or young

· NE-Nest building or excavating nest hole

· NY-Nest with young
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