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Scan of External SAFETEA-LU Environmental Communications 

For this month’s scan, we reviewed the websites of 30 organizations that had posted content regarding SAFETEA-LU or related programs since August 2005.  The websites reviewed include human environment groups, associations of governments, smart growth organizations, and transportation research and policy institutions.

Following the list are links to several articles related to SAFETEA-LU implementation efforts or policy discussions of federally funded transportation projects.  A separate document contains the full text of articles located through a search of commercial news databases.  These articles are not publicly available.

Recently Updated Websites
American Public Transportation Association

http://www.apta.com/government_affairs/safetea_lu/rulemaking_page.cfm
The site lists the timetable for SAFETEA-LU proposed rulemakings and notices, as well comments submitted by the organization.  In May, APTA submitted comments regarding FTA charter bus services, Public-Private Partnership Pilot Program, Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities, Job Access and Reverse Commute, New Freedom Programs and Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plans.

Heritage Foundation

http://www.heritage.org/Research/Budget/bg1924.cfm
A Heritage Foundation background report entitled, “A Primer on Lobbyists, Earmarks, and Congressional Reform” by Ronald Utt  describes how passage of SAFETEA-LU contributed to some of the most significant changes in federal budgeting practices since the enactment of the Budget Control and Impoundment Act in 1973.

Bikes Belong Coalition

http://bikesbelong.org/page.cfm?PageID=319 
The Safe Routes to School State Status Update is a new report that provides a snapshot of the status of Safe Routes to School programs in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. For each state, the document includes information such as if a state SRTS coordinator has been hired, if there is an advisory committee in place, if there is a funding program for SRTS, partnership contacts within the state, other contacts, and what the DOT and/or other agencies or advocates have done so far to advance the program.  
Americans for Transportation Mobility

http://www.a-t-m.org/NR/rdonlyres/ebgyd6mriv4qveabjmio76e2mcscnrlkfuwe2a6ikav6ht5jv437hbaq7xvoeadeibph3vlvqkxga5nmiooi4yryuxf/51906ATMHandSAppropriations.pdf 

The ATM coalition sent this May 19 letter to Congress indicating support for full funding of the nation’s surface transportation and aviation programs contained in SAFETEA-LU and the Vision 100-Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act (Vision 100).
American Transportation and Road Builders Association

http://www.artba.org/government/govtaffrs.htm
ARTBA has released an analysis of the Bush Administration’s FY 2007 Budget Proposal.  ARTBA specifically supports the budget’s recommendations for record funding for a number of federal transportation programs, including a $3.4 billion boost in federal highway investment. While SAFETEA-LU called for a more than $2 billion  increase in highway funding for FY 2007, the President’s budget requests an additional $842 million, based on Highway Trust Fund Highway Account revenues that exceeded the projections underlying SAFETEA-LU.

ARTBA has also published an analysis of the Congressional Budget Office's revenue projections for the Highway Trust Fund.
Publicly Available Articles
Bicycle Safety Bill just Spinning Its Wheels 

The Boston Globe (MA)

April 23, 2006

http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/04/23/bicycle_safety_bill_just_spinning_its_wheels/ 

Despite widespread support by bicyclists, public safety advocates, and law enforcement officials, a six-year-old proposal to improve bike safety in Massachusetts still has not passed. In the meantime, bicycling advocates have  been successful in implementing a key piece of the bill, which requires all police in the state to be trained in bicycle safety enforcement.  This measure has been voluntarily adopted by the Municipal Police Training Committee, which provides in-service training for roughly 17,000 police officers statewide.

Cities on Five Mile Creek Cooperating on greenway 

The Birmingham News (AL)

April 26, 2006

http://www.al.com/news/birminghamnews/west.ssf?/base/news/114604405515560.xml&coll=2
The greenway partnership, which consists of the cities along the creek, Jefferson County, the Regional Planning Commission, the land trust and the nonprofit Cowaco Resource Conservation and Development Council, have been cooperating to link anchor parks in each jurisdiction.  The highlighted project is the Jefferson County Commission's Rails to Trails Project. "With limited resources and the power of these municipalities looking beyond their geopolitical borders, they have accomplished what was once thought to be an overly ambitious project," Jackson said. "The plans are on the table and we know where the trails are going." 

An Education in Exercise

San Antonio Express-News

April 28, 2006

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/metro/stories/MYSA042806.01B.walk_to_school.14b545d3.html
The article describes the need for increased opportunities for children to exercise and incorporate movement into their daily activities.  The article cites Congress’s transportation bill last year, which provided $611 million to Safe Routes to School. Texas is set to receive $43 million through 2009 for sidewalks, crosswalks and other pedestrian improvements. 

Highway Boom?

Louisiana Contractor (online)

May 1, 2006
http://louisiana.construction.com/features/archive/0605_feature1.asp 
The article quotes an Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department official as saying "We were operating on a series of continuing resolutions and that made it hard to plan for the future. But in reality, we're not seeing the big increases we had expected."  The article continues by describing that the number of projects earmarked for funding has in fact decreased the amount of funding for general transportation maintenance and safety activities. 

Pay-As-You-Go Plan:  Suozzi Wants Drivers on Congested Roads - Including The LIE - To Pay For Driving During Peak Hours
Newsday (NY)

May 6, 2006

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/ny-lisuoz064731551may06,0,7496500.story?coll=ny-linews-headlines 

A recent announcement by Nassau County Executive Thomas Suozzi, a candidate for governor, proposed congestion mitigation pricing as a solution to regional traffic problems and a shortage of funding for mass transportation.  The announcement was met with skepticism by many Long Island commuters.

Our Opinion: Trail will be a Great Addition

The Olympian (WA)

May 8, 2006

http://www.theolympian.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060508/OPINION01/60508015/1045/OPINION
The paper endorses a Rails-to-Trails project in Thurston County, Washington noting that it provides a wonderful source of recreation for residents and a potential economic development tool for tourists.

Final I-25 Tests Run HOT and Tolled
The Denver Post (CO)

May 18, 2006

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_3834763
The Colorado tolling authority is doing final tests on Interstate 25's high-occupancy toll lanes before the pay-for-use highway option opens to the public June 2. HOT lanes allow single-occupant vehicles to buy their way into HOV lanes by paying tolls ranging from 50 cents during off-peak hours to $3.25 at peak travel times for the 7-mile trip.
Interstates: An Aging System: Highways May Need Infusion of Funds 
Tulsa World (OK)

May 16, 2006

http://www.tulsaworld.com/NewsStory.asp?ID=060516_Ne_A1_Highw9962
A recently released report from TRIP, a national transportation research and advocacy group, suggests a $625 million funding deficit in the next decade that could mean an erosion of the system's benefits to the state of Oklahoma.
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