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FHWA Reauthorization Support

Scan of External SAFETEA-LU Environmental Communications 

For this month’s scan, we reviewed the websites of 30 organizations that had posted new content regarding SAFETEA-LU or related programs during the past six months.  The websites reviewed include human environment groups, associations of governments, smart growth organizations, and transportation research and policy institutions.

Following the list are links to several articles related to SAFETEA-LU implementation efforts and/or policy discussions of federally funded transportation projects.  A separate document contains the full text of articles located through a search of commercial news databases.  These articles are not publicly available.

Recently Updated Websites

American Public Transportation Association

http://www.apta.com/government_affairs/safetea_lu/rulemaking_page.cfm
The site lists the timetable for SAFETEA-LU proposed rulemakings and notices, as well comments submitted by the organization.  Several new comments have been submitted in the month of April.

American Public Works Association

http://www.apwa.net/Advocacy/AdvocacyNews/index.asp?HotID=891&HotLocator=GOV 
APWA has prepared a new resource guide to SAFETEA-LU, highlighting select highway, transit, and safety programs of interest to officials responsible for local transportation projects and programs.  Titled ‘SAFETEA-LU:  A Guide to Provisions Related to Local Governments,’ it includes funding charts, SAFETEA-LU section citations, brief program descriptions, a glossary of terms, and links to more information from APWA and the US Department of Transportation.

Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations
http://www.ampo.org/mpo_issues/safety/commentsonmar2706draftgud.doc
Comments are included with this April 7, 2006, letter from AMPO to the U.S. EPA regarding guidance entitled, ‘Draft Diesel Retrofits: Quantifying and Using Their Benefits in SIPs and Transportation Conformity.’  The organization believes that the current 3% cap on allowable emissions reductions under the current program is a deterrent to MPOs and state DOTs funding non-road diesel retrofits with transportation funds as a SIP emission reduction strategy.   
League of American Bicyclists

http://capwiz.com/lab/issues/alert/?alertid=8426581&type=CU 

New updates include a letter to recommend that State DOTs do not return SAFETEA-LU funding for bicycle/pedestrian programs as part of a $2 billion rescission of transportation funds required by Congress at the end of 2005.  Another update urges passage of the Bicycle Commuter Act, introduced by Representatives Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Mark Foley (R-FL) as H.R. 807 in February 2005.  It would extend the definition of  “transportation” in Section 132 (f) of the 1986 IRS code to include “bicycles” providing a strong incentive to employees to bike to work. 
National Recreation and Parks Association

http://www.nrpa.org/content/default.aspx?documentId=3603
NRPA’s 2006 legislative agenda includes ensuring the completion of FHWA’s rulemakings to implement SAFETEA-LU provisions related to Section 4(f) “de minimis impacts” and the “prudent and feasible” standard.

Rails to Trails Conservancy

http://www.railtrails.org/whatwedo/policy/default.asp
Rails to Trails is focused on four areas of legislative advocacy, Railbanking, State and Local actions, SAFETEA-LU, and Safe Routes to School Programs.  Each of these areas is detailed further with descriptions of the groups past successes and future concerns.

American Highway Users Alliance
http://www.highways.org/ 
The Highway Users' hosted a two-day seminar in mid-March on SAFETEA-LU's implementation and the future of highway legislation, NEPA reform, and congestion relief.  The website now contains full presentations from selected speakers featured at the event.
American Road and Transportation Builders Alliance

http://www.artba.org/government/objectives.htm 


Several of the ARTBA’s top legislative and regulatory objectives concern 
implementation and adequate funding of SAFETEA-LU programs.
Publicly Available Articles
15 Things You Need to Know About SAFETEA-LU

Metro Magazine (APTA)
February/March 2006

http://www.metro-magazine.com/t_featpick.cfm?id=90509484

The article gives a detailed overview of fifteen aspects of the new law, 
particularly as relate to transit services and implementation concerns.
Feds Put In Their Two Cents Worth
Vermont Business Magazine, Volume 34, Issue 3
March 2006

http://www.vermontbiz.com/vbm_online/article.cfm?articleID=2118 

The article discusses the impact of federal transportation programs on tourism, 
marketing, and economic development.  In Vermont, funding is often directed 
toward anti-sprawl downtown enhancement projects or alternative transportation 
such as biking or hiking paths. The scenic byways program is noted as the most 
important federal program in the state, though some criticisms are raised.
Grant Funding Cycle Opens for Recreational Trails Program

digitalBURG.com (Jefferson City, MO)

April 4, 2006

http://www.digitalburg.com/artman/publish/article_1410.shtml

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources has begun accepting grant 
applications from private organizations, and municipal, state and federal agencies 
for the Fiscal Year 2006 grant round of the federal Recreational Trails Program.
Trails in Progress: Volusia County could catapult to leading role

The Dayton Beach News-Journal

April 16, 2006
http://www.news-journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/Opinion/Editorials/opnOPN09041606.htm 


The editorial describes the potential economic benefits to 267 miles worth of trails 
planned for Volusia County.  The writer notes that other multiuse recreational 
trails in Florida have drawn in tourists and anchored small businesses, in addition 
to providing community health benefits and restoring historic sites. 
Oberstar Forum Features Germany Bike City Mayor

UMN News (Minneapolis, MN)

April 20, 2006

http://www.mnbiketrails.com/main.asp?SectionID=22&SubSectionID=45&ArticleID=472&TM=1733.394 


Examining ways to embrace non-motorized modes of transportation was the focus 
of this year’s James L. Oberstar Forum on Transportation Policy and Technology, 
titled "Transportation Choices: The Important Role of Walking and Biking."  The 
forum featured a panel discussion on plans for non-motorized transportation in 
four U.S. communities - the Twin Cities; Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Columbia, 
Missouri; and Marin County in California. The four pilot sites have begun a four-
year program funded through SAFETEA-LU--the transportation bill authorized 
by Congress last year.
Groups Opposing I-3 In Mountains Seek Our Support
The Times (Gainesville, TN)

April 20, 2006

http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/stories/20060420/opinion/88510.shtml 

The Stop I-3 Coalition, based in White County, is an organization formed 
expressly to stop development of I-3, an interstate construction project between 
Savannah and Knoxville included in SAFETEA-LU.  The article notes that the 
some opponents believe the project is planned to haul nuclear waste from Plant 
Vogtle on the Savannah River to the disposal incinerator at the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in Tennessee. 

Congestion Pricing

Gotham Gazette (New York, NY)

March 2006
http://www.gothamgazette.com/article/transportation/20060315/16/1788 


The article discusses the costs and benefits of changing the price of driving in 
New York City, including HOT lanes and parking pricing changes.
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